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It was 


ONLY A TAP. 


But it could be just the nudge you need. 


Not your fault. But it gets you thinking. Is your cut-rate car insurance company good 
enough for you anymore? It’s time to get yourself a State Farm agent. Someone right in your 
neighborhood who will be there for you. Helping to make sure you've got the coverage you 
need at a price you can handle. So talk to a State Farm agent or visit statefarm.com’ today. 
It'll be painless. We Live Where You Live. 


LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.® 


Providing Insurance and Financial Services 


G 05/04 ‘State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (not in NJ) * Home Office: Bloomington, IL 
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2005 CRIMSON & WHITE CALENDAR 


" FEATURING PAINTINGS FROM THE 
UPCOMING BOOK IRON BOWL GOLD 


The 2005 Crimson & White 
Calendar is a sneak preview of 
the 41 new watercolor paintings 
byDaniel A. Moore to be 
featured in his upcoming book, 
Tron Bowl Gold. Moore's exten- 
sive body of artwork will open 
the doors to the classic years of 
the Iron Bowl at Legion 
Field—from 1948 to 1988—the 
golden era of the greatest rivalry. 


Written by Keith Jackson, the 
book will also feature selected 
insightful articles from past 
issues of The Birmingham News. 
Keith also “makes the call” on 
the action depicted in each 
painting using his unique 
“Whoa-Nellyisms.” One of 
these accompanies each of the 
2005 Crimson & White Calen- 
dar images shown at left. 


The price for the 2005 Crimson & White Calendar is $24.95 plus applicable taxes and $5 for s/h. 


1-800-859-0814 
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READ THE BOOK 
FANS EVERYWHERE 
ARE TALKING ABOUT 


¢ “What does it really mean to be 
a sports fan? For the millions of 
us who are, Warren St. John cap- 
tures our passion with hilarity, 
absurdity, and poignancy. He just 
gets our religion. And RAMMER 
\JAMMER YELLOW HAMMER is a 
marvelous journey into the soul 
of sports in America. A great ride 
in the tradition of Hunter 
Thompson and an even better 
read.” 

—H.G. “Buzz” Bissinger, 
author of Fripay NicuT Licuts 


¢ “Unique and hilarious... 

Despite St. John’s often wicked 

humor, his book is a serious 

search for a more balanced life.” 
— Sports Illustrated 


¢ “Diehard fans—or anyone who 
finds their antics entertaining, 
for that matter-should peruse 
Warren St. John’s ode to fan- 
dom.” 

— Newsweek 


¢ “An entertaining book from 


cover to cover.” 
—The Anniston Star 


The Perfect 
Holiday Gift 
for Bama fans 


Available at fine 
bookstores everywhere. 


www.RammerJammerYellowHammer.com 
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On The Cover: Clint Johnston has done an excel- 


lent job at tight end for Alabama this year. In 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE Bama's offense, which features tight ends in a 
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number of ways, the tight end must be able to 
play on either side, block like a tackle, catch 
passes, and even drop back into a fullback-type 
spot. See Page 14. Kent Gidley Photo 


Freshman Redshirts: 

Waiting—Not Wasting—Their Time 8 
Most of the attention on the freshman football players of 2004 is naturally on those who have been 
playing on Saturdays. But a handful of new signees were redshirted. That doesn't mean they haven't 


continued to make progress. by Jonathan Menard 
Wallace Gilberry: 
Better To Sign Late Than Never 10 


A funny thing happened to Wallace Gilberry on the way to junior college. He showed his stuff in the 
Alabama-Mississippi High School All-Star Game, got a late scholarship to Alabama, and has become an 


outstanding player in his first year of college competition. by Mitch Dobbs 
Clint Johnston: 
Tough Times Now Paying Off 14 


About the last easy thing that happened to tight end Clint Johnston was the easy decision he had on 
which college to attend. This son of a former player has had to battle injuries, but has emerged as a 


solid starter. by Greg Wallace 
Gymnastics Outlook: 
Bama Knows Formula For Winning 16 


There is no reason to expect anything but another very strong gymnastics team from Coach Sarah 
Patterson. She has the formula-outstanding women who are also excellent athletes who are well- 


coached and work hard. The goal is another national championship. by Andrew Varble II 
Track & Field Outlook: 
Striving To Be Among The Nation's Best 20 
Being good in the Southeastern Conference in track and field is about all it takes to be good nationally. 
The men’s and women’s teams expect to rise to the challenge this year. by Kirk McNair 


Football Recruiting: 

Looking Around For Skill Players 23 
Alabama has a national name in football, and the Crimson Tide coaching staff is taking advantage of 
that in its search for outstanding players. Here are some skill position men from outside the state of 
Alabama who are on Bama’s recruiting radar screen. by Andrew Bone 


Where Are They Now? 

Creed Gilmer Got The Job Done 26 
Although not Bama’s most famous Gilmer-that would be Harry—-undersized Creed Gilmer was an out- 
standing defensive end on two Crimson Tide national championship football teams. by Erik Stinnett 


Early Signees: 

Basketball Additions Draw Praise 28 
Most of the attention was on men’s basketball, and particularly on highly-regarded prep star Richard 
Hendrix, but there were quality signees for the Crimson Tide in several winter and spring sports in the 
early November signing period. by Mitch Dobbs 
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allow to say 
Merry Christmas 
all year through... 


Christmas will be here before you know it. 
Don’t the special people on your list deserve a special present? 
Give a subscription to "BAMA magazine and say merry Christmas all 
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Pre-Season Ranking 

The Alabama men’s basketball team was 
ranked 18th in the Associated Press 
Preseason Top 25 poll which was released 
November 8. Alabama was ranked No. 18 in 
the ESPN/USA Today Preseason Coaches’ 
poll as well. 

“L think our being ranked has a lot to do 
with how we finished last season,” said 
Alabama Coach Mark Gottlried whose 2004 
team finished 20-13 and in the NCAA tour- 
nament’s Elite Eight. “I don't know that it 
will determine anything at all about this year 
other than the fact that we won't be able to 
sneak up on anybody. I don't think I'm going 
to be too concerned with where we're ranked 
because | know how far we have to go to be 
a good team.” 

The last time Alabama opened the year in 
the preseason AP Top 25 was the 2001-02 
season where it debuted at 24, Alabama went 
on to win the Southeastern Conference regu- 
lar season championship and advanced to 
the NCAA tournament. 

The Crimson Tide’ highest AP preseason 
ranking was number seven to begin the 1991 
season, a year it advanced to the NCAA 
Sweet 16, This is the 14th season Alabama 
has begun a season ranked in the preseason 
AP Top 25, including 1974 (number 18), 
1975 (9), 1976 (12), 1977 (13), 1978 (15), 
1979 (19), 1982 (20), 1983 (12), 1987 (13), 
1991 (7), 1992 (17), 1995 (18), 2002 (24) 
and 2005 (18), 


SEC Basketball Media Guesses 

Kentucky was voted to win the 
Southeastern Conference men’s basketball 
championship while Tennessee was selected 
to capture the SEC women's basketball title 
in voting by media attending the 2004 SEC 
Basketball Media Day in Birmingham. As 
usual, there was evidence of voter apathy at 
the media event. 

Only 18 members of the media participat- 
ed in the voting near the conclusion of the 
two-day event in which head coaches and 
players from each of the 12 men’s and 
women’s SEC basketball teams showed up to 
discuss prospects for the upcoming season. 

The Alabama men’s team of Coach Mark 
Gottfried was picked to finish second behind 
Mississippi State in the SEC Western 
Division, while the women’s team of Coach 
Rick Moody was picked to finish ninth. 

On the mens side, junior forward Kennedy 
Winston was a pre-season All-SEC selection 
with senior guard Earnest Shelton named to 
the second team. No Alabama woman was 
selected for the All-SEC squad, 

Kentucky was named on nine of 18 ballots 
for the SEC men’s championship while 
Mississippi State was on eight ballots and 
Florida on one. In divisional predictions, 
Kentucky was named on 16 ballots to win 
the Eastern Division while two voters pre- 
dicted Florida to win the division. In the 
Western Division, Mississippi State was pre- 
dicted to win on 17 of 18 ballots with 


SCORECARD 


Alabama receiving the other vote. 

In women’ basketball, Tennessee was selected 
to win the SEC title on nine of 11 ballots with 
LSU being named on the other two ballots. 

The pre-season All-SEC men’s first team 
consists of Mississippi State’s Lawrence 
Roberts, who was also voted the Player of the 
Year, Florida Anthony Roberson, Alabama's 
Kennedy Winston, Tennessee's Scooter 
McFadgon and Kentucky's Chuck Hayes. 
Roberts had 13 votes for player of the year, 
while Winston, Roberson and Lee had one 
each. 

The second team consists of LSU's Brandon 
Bass, David Lee of Florida, Kentucky's 
Kelenna Azubuike, Ronnie Brewer of 
Arkansas and Earnest Shelton of Alabama. 

The pre-season All-SEC women’ team is 
LSU's Seimone Augustus, who was selected 
as the SEC Player of the Year, Tan White of 
Mississippi State, Tennessee's Shyra Ely, 
Vanderbilt's Carla Thomas and LSU's Temeka 
Johnson. 

The Western Division had Mississippi State 
and Alabama followed by LSU, Arkansas, Ole 
Miss, and Auburn, The Eastern Division had 
Kentucky and Florida followed by 
Tennessee, South Carolina, Georgia, and 
Vanderbilt. 

In the women’ voting, Tennessee was fol- 
lowed by LSU, Vanderbilt, Georgia, Auburn, 
Florida, Ole Miss and issippi State (tied 
for seventh), Alabama, Arkansas, Kentucky, 
and South Carolina. 

Although no Alabama women were select- 
ed by the media for pre-season recognition, 
the SEC women’s coaches selected a pre-sea- 
son team and Bama senior guard Monique 
Bivins was picked for the second team. 
Bivins, a 5-9 native of Alabaster, is the Tide's 
top returning scorer from last season having 
averaged 14.4 points a game. She earned sec- 
ond team All-SEC last year. 


Miles Away 

Glenn Miles, a 6-4 freshman guard from 
Birmingham's West End High School, has left 
the Alabama men's basketball team after sce- 
ing only limited duty in the opening exhibi- 
tion game against Stillman, then not dressing 
for the second exhibition game against 
Athletes in Action. 

Alabama Coach Mark Gottfried said only 
that, “Glenn Miles has elected to withdraw 
from our team and is seeking to transfer. We 
wish him the best.” Gottfried said Bama had 
given Miles his release to sign with any 
other school. 

Gottfried also said Bama might put one or 
more of its walk-on players on scholarship 
beginning with the second semester. 


Future SEC Tourney Sites 
The Southeastern Conference has selected 
Tampa, Nashville, Atlanta and New Orleans 
as host cities for its 2009-2012 Men's 
Basketball Tournaments 
The St. Pete Times Forum in Tampa, 
Florida, will host the 2009 SEC Men's 
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Basketball Tournament, March 12-15, The 
tournament returns to the Gaylord 
Entertainment Center in Nashville, 
Tennessee, on March 11-14, 2010 and to the 
Georgia Dome in Atlanta, Georgia, on March 
10-13, 2011, The New Orleans (Louisiana) 
Arena will host the SEC Tournament on 
March 8-11, 2012. 

The visit to Tampa will be the first-ever for 
the SEC Men's Basketball Tournament. The 
only other visit for the SEC Tournament to 
the state of Florida was in Orlando in 1990. 
Alabama won that tournament. 

The Gaylord Entertainment Center hosted 
the SEC Tournament in 2001 and will host 
again on March 9-12, 2006, Vanderbilt's 
Memorial Gym hosted the SEC Tournament 
in 1984 and 1991 with Bama winning the 
1991 event 

The Georgia Dome has hosted the SEC 
Tournament six times previously and will 
host again on March 10-13, 2005, and will 
also host again in 2007 and 2008. The 
Georgia Dome played host to the highest-at- 
tended game in SEC Tournament history in 
the 1995 finals, when 30,057 fans watched 
Kentucky defeat Arkansas, 95-93, in over- 
time, The 1995 tournament is also the high- 
est attended in SEC history, with 250,301 
fans witnessing the four-day event. 

Alabama won the SEC Tournament in 
Atlanta in 1987 (and also won the second 
tournament in SEC history in 1934, which 
was held in Atlanta). 

The SEC will visit the New Orleans Arena 
for the first-time ever, but is no stranger to 
New Orleans. The Louisiana Superdome has 
played host to the 1996 and 2003 SEC 
Tournaments. 


Coach Roy Rogers 

Former Alabama basketball star Roy 
Rogers, 31, a first-round NBA selection out 
of college, has been named assistant coach 
for the Huntsville Flight of the NBA's 
National Basketball Development League. 

The 22nd overall pick by the Vancouver 
Grizzlies in the 1996 NBA Draft, Rogers 
played three seasons in the NBA for the 
Grizzlies, Boston Celtics, Toronto Raptors 
and Denver Nuggets. He averaged 4.8 points 
and 3.5 rebounds over his NBA career. 
Rogers, who grew up in Linden, was selected 
to play in the Schick Rookie Game in 1997 
and set a Grizzlies record for blocked shots 
in a season with 163 his rookie year. Rogers 
also played four seasons of professional bas- 
ketball internationally (2000-04). He played 
in Russia, Italy, Greece and Poland and was 
an All-Russian first team selection in 2001. 

An All-Southeastern Conference performer 
at Alabama (1992-96), Rogers established 
himself as a premier collegiate shot blocker. 
He tied the NCAA record for blocks in a 
game with 14 against Georgia on February 

0, 1996. and is second all-time in the 

Crimson Tide basketball record book for ca- 
reer blocked shots with 266. 

The NBDL is the NBA’ minor league, 
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Twenty-eight players have been called up to 
the NBA on 39 separate occasions. Nine for- 
mer NBDL coaches, five athletic trainers, 11 
referees and 29 front office executives have 
also been called up since the league's inangu- 
ral season in November, 2001 


Tennis Assistant 

Alabama Men’ Tennis Coach Billy Pate has 
announced the hiring of Lee Nickell as the 
Crimson Tide's new assistant coach. 

“We're very excited Lee will join our pro- 
gram and become part of the great Alabama 
tradition,” Pate said. “He is a person of 
tremendous character and enthusiasm and 
will undoubtedly help guide our players on 
and off the court. He was an outstanding 
player himself and brings an outstanding 
presence and energy to our program.” 

Nickell played collegiate tennis at Furman 
and was a three-time All-Southern 
Conference selection between 1998 and 
2001. Twice he helped lead the Purple 
Paladins to the Southern Conference regular 
season championship (1998, 2001). In his 
senior season of 200] Furman also won the 
SoCon tournament championship and 
earned an appearance in the NCAA tourna- 
ment. 

Since graduating from Furman, Nickell has 
worked as tennis pro at several elite clubs 
around the Southeast. Most recently he has 
served as tennis pro at the Cherokee Tennis 
Center in Woodstock, Georgia. 

Nickell replaces Mario Rincon, who left in 
October to take over the men’s tennis pro- 
gram at Miami, 


Kite Honored 

An All-America in the gym and all-world 
in the classroom, former Alabama gymnast 
Stephanie Kite was recognized for excelling 
in all aspects of collegiate life at the 14th an- 
nual NCAA Woman of the Year Awards 
Dinner. 

The award honors academic and athletics 
excellence, as well as community service and 
leadership. Kite, a floor exercise All-America 
and four-year Scholastic All-America, was 
honored as the NCAA Woman of the Year for 
the state of Alabama. 

The ceremony was emceed by two-time 
USA Softhall Olympian Dr. Dot Richardson 
and Oklahoma Basketball Coach Sherri 
Coale. 

“This was a wonderful ceremony and a fit- 
ting tribute to some truly extraordinary 
women,” Alabama Gymnastics Coach Sarah 
Patterson said of the evening. “And for 
Stephanie it is a fitting recognition of the 
great career she had in the gym, in the class- 
room and in the community.” 

Former University of California-Davis 
lacrosse standout Kelly Albin was named the 
2004 NCAA Woman of the Year. She and the 
52 winners representing the states, District of 
Columbia and Puerto Rico, are chosen from 
the 160,000 women who participate in ath- 
letics at the NCAA level. 

As a senior, Kite, the daughter of profes- 
sional golf legend Tom Kite, received an 
NCAA postgraduate scholarship, helped lead 
Alabama to second-place finishes in the 
Southeastern Conference and NCAA West 
Regional championships, and third in the 
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NCAA Championships. Owner of a 4.0 
grade-point average as an international mar- 
Keting major, Kite was a 2003 Floor Exercise 
All-America and a member of Alabama's 
2002 national championship team and 2003 
SEC Championship squad. 

Kite was named to the 2004 SEC Good 
Works Team, earned Delta Sigma Pi’s 
Scholarship Key and the School of 
Commerce and Business Administration 
Scholar/Athlete Award. 

As a junior, the Austin, Texas, native 
earned the Dow Chemical Undergraduate 
Award, which denotes the business school’s 
top junior. Kite earned Academic All-SEC 
three times (freshmen are not eligible) and 
has been inducted into ODK and Gamma 
Beta Sigma honor societies. 

A two-time CoSIDA Academic At-Large 
first-team member, Kite was named the 2004 
CoSIDA Academic All-American Team 
Member of the Year, a first for Crimson Tide 
athletes. 

Kite is the eighth Alabama gymnast to cam 
the award and the 10th Crimson Tide athlete 
since the award’s inception in 1991. The 
Alabama Gymnastics program is the most 
decorated in the history of the honor. She 
joins the Tide gymnastics other state winners 
Katherine Kelleher (1992), Dana Dobransky 
(1993), Lexa Evans (2002) and Andreé 
Pickens and top-10 finalists Meredith 
Willard (1997), Merritt Booth (1998) and 
Kristin Sterner (2003). 


Good Workers 

The SEC selects members of a “Good 
Works Team” in every sport. Alabama’ early 
selections to the team are soccer player Katie 
French and volleyball player Kory Tull. 

French is a senior double major in public 
relations and Spanish. Over the past four 
years she has given of her time freely to 
Arcadia Elementary School where she has 
spent time reading to kids and helping them 
improve their reading skills. A native of 
Copperas Cove, Texas, she also helped a 
local church and soup kitchen provide good 
meals to those less fortunate. She has also 
collected donations for local schools and 
participated in two YMCA soccer clinics dur- 
ing this year’s preseason. 

Tull, a native of Lafayette, Indiana, was rec- 
ognized for her work and commitment to 
community service projects. A regular volun- 
teer and speaker at local elementary schools 
as well as a soup kitchen worker during the 
holiday season, Tull has now been named to 
the league's “Good Works” team for the sec- 
ond year. 


Volleyball Roundup 

Although Alabama’ season came to an end 
with a heart-breaking 3-2 loss to Georgia in 
the first round of the SEC tournament, it was 
a successful year for Coach Judy Green's 
Crimson Tide volleyball team. Bama finished 
regular season play with a 20-7 record, in- 
cluding a 10-6 mark in SEC play that gave 
the Tide a share of the SEC Western Division 
championship. 

Senior All-America candidate Erin Heffner 
became just the third SEC player to record 
2,000 career kills. 

In addition to Heffner, senior Julie Farley 
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along with freshman Brigitte Slack all gar- 
nered All-SEC distinction as voted on by the 
11 coaches in the SEC. Heffner was named 
to the All-SEC first team with Farley earning 
a second team selection. Slack was chosen as 
a member of the Freshman All-SEC squad. 

Heffner, a 6-0 outside hitter from Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana, earned her second consecu- 
tive first-team selection after leading the SEC 
and ranking seventh in the country [or kills 
per game. The school’ all-time career leader 
in kills and just the third player in SEC his- 
tory to reach 2,000 career kills, Heffner be- 
comes the first Alabama volleyball player to 
garner All-SEC accolades for four years. She 
earned second-team honors in her freshman 
and sophomore seasons before making the 
first team list this year and last. 

Farley, a 6-1 middle blocker from 
Edgewood, Kentucky, had one of her most 
productive seasons this year or the Tide. She 
was second on the team in kills and blocks 
and was ranked fourth in the SEC for hitting 
percentage. Farley is currently tied atop 
Alabama's career block assist list and is on 
pace to finish the year with the highest hit- 
ting percentage ever by at UA senior at .358. 

Slack, a 5-11 setter (rom Ft. Wayne, 
Indiana, has been the Tide's starting setter 
from the first match of the season. This year 
she became just the third UA freshman to 
record over 1,000 assists in a single season, 
Slack ranks third in the SEC for assists per 
game and has helped lead Alabama to its 
fifth best team hitting percentage (.260) in 
program history. 


Soccer Honors 

In All-SEC soccer selections, Alabama ju- 
nior Libby Probst was named second team 
while Jordan O’Banion and Chelsea Stang 
were named to the All-Freshman team. 

Probst finished the season tied for third in 
the SEC in assists with seven. She also had 
five goals and 17 points, good for 10th in the 
conference. Probst was Alabama's second 
leading points scorer and third leading goal- 
scorer. 

OBanion and Stang stepped in nicely for 
Alabama this year as freshmen. Each played 
in all 20 games and missed just one start be- 
tween them, O'Banion was the Tide's leading 
scorer. She had 8 goals, 2 assists and 18 
points. Stang played a huge role on defense 
for Alabama, allowing more than 1 goal in 
only four SEC games. 

Allison DeLisle and Katie French have both 
been named to the 2004 District IV 
Academic All-District team, Delisle, a junior 
from Huntsville, was named first team 
Academic All-District. This season she 
played in all 21 of Alabama’ games, starting 
15. She also scored three goals and two as- 
sists and managed a career high 36 shots. 
She did all this while maintaining a 4.00 
grade point average in Nursing, French, a se- 
nior from Copperas Cove, Texas was named 
third team Academic All-District. She kept a 
3.93 grade point average as a double major 
in Spanish and Public Relations. This is 
French's third Academic All-District selec- 
tion. District 1V consists of all NCAA 
Division | soccer teams from the states of 
Alabama, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio and 
Tennessee. 


Freshman Redshirts: 


Waiting—Not Wasting—Their Time 


by Jonathan Menard 


Seven Tide football players 
held out in freshman year 


‘0 play or not to play. Of course, every 
Ts on the Alabama football team 

wants to play, and play now. But that 
is not the way it's done. With a squad of up 
to 85 scholarshipped players and another 
couple dozen walk-ons, there aren't enough 
spots for everyone to play. For some that 
time will come later. 

A common device at Alabama and other 
major colleges is to hold a player out for a 
year. Originally designed to allow players 
who are injured to retrieve a year of eligibili- 
ty, the redshirt is often used to give fresh- 
men an additional year of seasoning, anoth- 
er year to work in the weight room 
Sometimes the decision to redshirt a fresh- 
man is based on depth at the position. 

Of Alabama's 20 new signees this season, 
seven have been held out, redshirted as true 
freshmen. That means that beginning next 
fall the seven will have been on campus a 
year, but still will have four years of eligibili- 
ty remaining beginning in 2005. 

When a football player is chosen to red- 
shirt, he faces a difficult path. In some cases, 
the coaching staff makes an early decision 
that a player will be held out. In other cases, 
the decision may not be made until deep 
into the season. 

Even as late as Bama’s LSU game week, 
Alabama Head Coach Mike Shula said that 
he would consider playing intended red- 
shirts, such as center Antoine Caldwell and 
tight end Nick Walker, if injuries at their re- 
spective positions to other Tiders forced his 
hand. He added that if he did “take the red- 
shirt” off a player at such a late date, it 
would be because that player was going to 


Antoine Caldwell 


play a great deal in the final .wo regular sea- 
son games plus a bowl game. As it turned 
out, neither Caldwell nor Walker participat- 
ed, but the point had been made that any- 
thing was possible in order to win. 

In addition to Caldwell, 6-2, 265, who is 
from Montgomery's Robert E. Lee High 
School, and Walker, 6-5, 235, who is from 
Pike County in Brundidge, Bama is holding 
out linemen B,J. Stabler, 6-4, 291, of Clark 
County in Grove Hill and Cody Davis, 6-7, 
275. of Tuscaloosa Hillcrest; wide receiver 
Will Oakley, 6-1, 190, of Nease High School 
in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida; defensive 
back Aaron McDaniel, 6-1, 170, of Fort 
Payne; and linebacker Jake Wingo, 6-0, 210, 
of Tuscaloosa Hillcrest. 


likely ticketed to play in 2004, but suf- 
fered pre-season injuries that kept them 
off the playing field. Caldwell had positioned 


S= of the redshirted freshmen were 


2004 Alabama Football Results | 


Date Opponent Site Result (Attendance) 
Sept. 4 Utah State Tuscaloosa 48-17 (82,033) 
Sept. 11 Mississippi Tuscaloosa 28-7 (83,083) 
Sept. 18 Western Carolina Tuscaloosa 52-0 (77,306) 
Sept. 25 Arkansas Fayetteville 10-27 (72,543) 
Oct. 2 South Carolina Tuscaloosa 3-20 (82,141) 
Oct. 9 Kentucky Lexington 45-17 (65,482) 
Oct. 16 Southern Miss (Homecoming) Tuscaloosa 27-3 (82,094) 
Oct. 23 Tennessee Knoxville 13-17 (107,017) 
Nov. 6 Mississippi State Tuscaloosa 30-14 (82,617) 
Nov. 13 LSU Baton Rouge 10-26 (91,861) 
Nov. 20 Auburn Tuscaloosa 13-21 (83,818) 
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himself as one of the top back-ups on the of- 
fensive line, but a broken foot requiring 
surgery sidelined him for approximately six 
weeks, At about the same time in pre-season 
practice, Stabler tore a ligament in his finger 
requiring surgery. Oakley had a string of bad 
luck. Early in the fall he was plagued with a 
hamstring injury. Later in the season he was 
hospitalized with a bacterial infection. 

The seven Alabama freshmen being held 
out of game action this year are in unfamil- 
iar territory. Crimson Tide football players 
are accustomed to having been on the field. 
In fact, almost without exception they were 
the stars of their high school teams. 

Davis admits that he was not happy to 
learn he would not get to take the field this 
year.“I really didn’t want to (redshirt) at 
first,” Davis said.*Now that the season's 
coming to an end, I know its the best thing 
for me.” 

It was also a difficult transition for 
Oakley, even though he was prepared to take 
a redshirt year. Oakley is only in his second 
year at receiver alter being converted from 
defensive back prior to his senior season in 
high school. Oakley recently moved to the 
scout team to get more repetitions at receiv- 
er, a move he said has helped him improve 
on route-running and getting off the ball 
against Alabama's top cornerbacks. 

“Its a big difference from being the star of 
your team to working with the scout team,” 
Oakley said. “Sometimes you get down, but 
you just have to suck it up and know that 
you're making the team better by working 
with the scouts.” 

McDaniel was not surprised to be held 
out, and believes redshirting gave him more 
time to develop since he was set back by in- 
juries his junior and senior seasons of high 
school. “I think its a good thing,” McDaniel 
said. “It gives me time to get stronger, get a 
little bit better technique, gain a little bit of 
weight. Next year I'll be a whole lot better.” 


redshirt season is not a period of inac- 
A The players continue to develop 
their skills, albeit without as much 
hands-on attention from the coaching stall as 
that given to first and second team players. 
Most of the redshirted players spend all of 
their time on the scout team. While it may 
seem insignificant to some players, coaches 
consider the scout team, or “look team” since 
it gives the varsity the look they'll see from 
the upcoming opponent, very important. 
More than once this season Shula comment- 
ed on the good work of the scout team mak- 
ing a difference in the way Bama performed. 
“For a scout team player, doing a good job 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/DECEMBER, 2004 


is really important to whether the team wins 
or loses,” said Alabama Graduate Assistant 
Paul Hogan, who coordinates the Tide’s 
scout team offense. “Their job is important, 
even though they may think it isn't.” 

Scout team players are not learning 
Alabama schemes. From that standpoint, it 
might be considered that scout team work is 
counterproductive for the player. That is not 
necessarily the case. 

“When we learned Alabama plays during 
two a days, it was tough to comprehend a 
pro-style offense,” said Oakley, “The scout 
team is rather similar. They hold up a card 
and we run the routes, we really don't have 
to memorize them.” 

Oakley was able to learn Alabama’ play- 
book a little easier because his high school 
ran a similar offense. “We had run a four- and 
five-wide set in high school, a complicated 
offense, so I kind of got it quick,” he said. 

Davis also feels that his ability to learn the 
Tides offense has not been hampered by his 
role on the scout team, “Its true that we are 
not learning Alabama plays,” Davis said. 
“But a lot of the plays the other teams run 
are like what we do.” 

Scout team players rarely get attention 
from Alabama's coaching staff during prac- 
tice. It is the task of the coaches to work 
with those players who will be playing the 


Will Oakley 


next game. But that doesn’t mean that the 
work of the scout teamers goes unnoticed. 
Away from the practice field, coaches fre- 
quently mention the scouts and the kind of 
job they are doing. They are also part of the 
discussion in Alabama coaching staff meet- 


ings. 


And during the Tide’s off week, redshirt 
players were front and center as the Tide 
coaching staff made the decision to give rest 
and recuperation time to the men who had 
been doing most of the playing this year. 
That meant that others, notably scout team 
players, got an opportunity to get more at- 
tention from the coaches. 

Oakley said, “We gota lot more reps. I was 
exhausted after practice. It was fun. I en- 
joyed it. We got to have a lot of reps in front 
of the coaches, and most of the time they're 
working with the ones and twos.” 

To make sure all players are properly de- 
veloped during the season, the most impor- 
tant thing is to make sure that they under- 
stand what their role is. 

According to Hogan, it’s important to “get 
them focused from the moment they walk in 
the door,” he said. “They go to class and 
they've got all these girls, and they know 
they're not going to play on Saturday, so get- 
ting them focused is very important.” 

And with the end of the season, Alabama's 
redshirts get a new status. As other return- 
ing players, they will be in the off-season 
program beginning in January, then spring 
practice beginning in February. And next fall 
they know they will not be redshirted, that 
they will have the opportunity to become 
part of the squad performing on Saturdays. 
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Wallace Gilberry: 


Better To Sign Late Than Never 


by Mitch Dobbs 


Redshirt freshman end 
has been defensive force 


‘llace Gilberry came to Alabama 
W< a bit of a chip on his shoul- 
der. He wasn’t intimidated by the 


place, or the bigger, stronger, older players 
like many freshmen are. He knew he be- 
longed at The Capstone long before anyone 
else, and he’s being proved absolutely right 
in 2004, his redshirt freshman season. 

Many Alabama fans can recite the story of 
how Gilberry ended up at Alabama. A little- 
recruited player out of Baldwin County in 
Bay Minnette, Gilberry had resigned himself 
to beginning his collegiate playing career in 
junior college. But his plans changed after 
an eye-opening performance at the Ala- 
bama-Mississippi high school all-star game. 

“Once the game was over my phone blew 
up,” Gilberry said. “It was like I was a new 
person-like I'd had a facelift. But 1 felt like 1 
was the same person all along.” 

Crimson Tide coaches, in addition to 
coaches from other schools, took notice of 
the buzz surrounding Gilberry during the 
week of practice leading up to the 2003 
Alabama-Mississippi High School all-star 
game in Mobile. Gilberry capped the week 
with a dominating performance, ending the 
game with six tackles and two sacks. 
Alabama, which had room to bring in an- 
other player because of academic losses in 
the 2003 signing class, contacted Gilberry 
through his high school coach and the rest 
is history. 

Gilberry’ first meeting with a member of 
the Alabama coaching stalf came when his 
high school coach helped arrange a trip to 
Tuscaloosa to visit the campus and the UA 
coaches. 

Defensive Coordinator Joe Kines was the 
first coach Gilberry met and Gilberry is not 
likely to forget it. Gilberry said. “I walked 
into his office and he said ‘'m going to be 
straight with you, son. Either you want to 
play here or you don't.’ I said ‘I want to play 
here coach.” 

Kines' response: “Good.” 

After redshirting in 2003, Gilberry has 
been at or near the top in just about every 
defensive statistic among linemen this year. 
He has been particularly effective in making 
tackles for losses and sacks (Late in the year 
he was the Southeastern Conference leader 
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in sacks) and in forcing the opposing quar- 
terback to make hurried throws. And he 
had caused and recovered fumbles. 

“Pm a back-up,” Gillberry said. “I want to 
come off the bench and be positive so the 
coaches can put me in early.” 

“He's been great,” Head Coach Mike Shula 
said. “He has been outstanding with his 
work ethic in the off-season. His motor runs 
high and it pays off. He's been in position to 
make some plays. A lot of times you're in 
position to make them, but sometimes guys 
don't make them. He's made them and he's 
taken advantage of that opportunity.” 


ilberry’s best game came in Ala- 

bama’s 30-14 win over Mississippi 

State-five tackles (three solos), in- 
cluding three sacks (-17 yards), one fumble 
recovery and one quarterback pressure. His 
fumble recovery came at the MSU nine-yard 
line and set up Spencer Pennington’s four- 
yard touchdown pass to Léon McClain. In 
a stretch of six plays in the fourth quarter, 
Gilberry had two sacks, one fumble recov- 
ery and one quarterback pressure 

“He only played 26 plays, but he can 
make more things happen while he’s in 
there,” Kines said. “Hopefully when he gets 
to playing all the time he doesn't become 
one of those guys who gets so enamored in 
playing he forgets to make a play. | think 
hes so eager and so energized, and the ball 
just bounces right to him, Some folk have 
that and some folk don’t, but he seems to be 
the guy who gets the bounce. 

“His personality really kind of lends itself 
to that. He’ a fun guy to be around,” Kines 
said. “I think (Defensive Ends) Coach 
(Paul) Randolph has done a great job with 
him and he’s going to be a great player 
down the road.” 


n the summer of 2003, Wallace Gilberry 
[= down but he wasn’t quite out. 

Fortunately for him it wasn’t unfamiliar 
territory. He passed on signing with 
Division I-AA Nicholls State the prior 
February and had plans to play for Ita- 
wamba in Mississippi. He wasn't looking at 
the all-star game as his chance to earn a 
scholarship. 

“1 wasn't complacent,” Gilberry said. “I 
was just glad to be playing some more foot- 
ball. 1 thought the deadline had passed (for 
Division 1 scholarship offers). | made some 
good friends down there, like Terrence 
Jones and Jamarcus Russell, and they all 
said I was D-one quality.” 

Gilberry said he'd been recruited by 
Aubum's Joe Whitt before signing day, but 
that Auburn's recruitment of him dropped 
off, and they didn't offer. 


www: BamaMag.com 


“Some people were saying | wasn't going 
to qualify academically, which was a lie,” 
Gilberry said. “It wasn't even close.” 

Gilberry, 6-3, 255 pounds, has never had a 
hint of academic trouble at Alabama, and off 
the field he is well-mannered and usually 
smiling. On the field, he felt like he had to 
prove himself to his new coaches and new 
teammates. 

“I came here by myself and I had to stick 
up for myself no matter what,” Gilberry 
said. “That's how I feel out there on the 
field, too. I's a battle.” 

He did come by himself, but was then 
mentored by an all-star Crimson Tide player 
with a similar attitude, who is now a rookie 
starter at San Francisco of the National 
Football League. 

“Justin Smiley was the first person to open 
his arms to me and show me the Do's and 
Don'ts,” Gilberry said. “Every time I see 
him it brings a smile to my face. His person- 
ality and mine were almost exactly the 
same. We used to go at it all the time.” 

Smiley said he liked Gilberry the first time 
he met him, noticing a personality similar 
to his own. 

“He was eager to learn,” Smiley said. “He 
always had a persona like he had a chip on 
his shoulder, because he should've been 
there, but he was eager to take advice. I've 
really enjoyed watching Wallace play ball in 
the past couple of weeks.” 

Gilberry and Smiley both said they recall 
what was supposed to be a light Thursday 
walk-thru that turned into a battle between 
the two when tempers between the like- 
minded personalities flared, and the two 
turned a half-speed one-on-one drill into a 
full contact exercise. 

“It was the Thursday before the Tennessee 
game, which was designed to be a walk- 
through,” Gilberry said. “Me and him were 
going at it as hard as we could for about five 
minutes straight. Eventually he got me on 
the ground, but it is something I'll never 
forget.” 

Said Smiley, “I remember that day like it 
was yesterday, He was talking smack. T was 
a person he wanted to get the most because 
of the way we played, and that day I got 
tired of hearing him. We were just in shorts 
and helmets but we were going full speed. It 
was crazy.” 

The two keep hectic schedules, and most- 
ly keep up with each other by watching 
television during the football season, but 
Smiley is planning to come back to Alabama 
in the off-season to complete his degree. 

Gilberry credits his grandfather, for whom. 
he is named, for instilling his work ethic. 
The elder Wallace Gilberry served as a fa- 
ther figure to the younger, who came from a 
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Although he is not a starter, Wallace Gilberry has been making things happen when he enters the 
game at defensive end for Alabama. The redshirt freshman ranks among the team and conference lead- 


ers in sacks. 


single-parent home. Young Wallace most 
vividly remembers wood-gathering trips with 
his grandfather. 

“We would just go fetch wood when I was 
around six or seven years old,” he said. “You 
have to go deep in the woods to get that good 
starter wood.” 

The second-oldest of five children, Gilberry 
is not the only athlete in his family. His older 
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sister Les’Lee was a sprinter at South 
Alabama and one of his younger brothers is a 
baseball player at Florida Southern. Another 
brother is a senior defensive tackle at Baldwin 
County-but the Gilberrys seem to all go in 
different directions. 

“He doesn’t want to play football,” Wallace 
said. “He wants to be a cowboy. “That's what 1 
call him, ‘Cowboy.” 
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Clint Johnston: 


Tou gh 


by Greg Wallace 


After battling injuries, 
junior tight end beginning 
to have football success 


he son of a former Crimson Tide foot- 

I ball player is not likely to want to 

play football anywhere but Alabama if 

he has that opportunity. As it turns out, for- 

mer Bama Coach Dennis Franchione’s first 

two commitments after he took the Crimson 

Tide job in December, 2000, were from sons 
of former Alabama players. 

Almost every Alabama fan knows that 
quarterback Brodie Croyle, the son of John 
Croyle, was number one. Number two was 
Clint Johnston. 

Johnston, whose father Johnny played at 
Bama in the late 1960s, never doubted 
where he wanted to play football. “I knew if 
I got an offer from Alabama, I was coming,” 
the junior tight end from Wetumpka said 
“When Fran got here, I committed. I didn't 
take any other visits or talk to any other col- 
leges.” 

Four years later, that unfailing loyalty is 
starting to pay off-for Johnston and for 
Bama. Johnston is wrapping up his best col- 
legiate season. Just as important as his half 
dozen receptions and couple of touch- 
downs, he’s become a valuable piece of 
Alabama's rushing success as a versatile 
blocking tight end. 

“Clint has probably been one of our most 
improved players this year,” said Dave 
Ungerer, best known as Bama’s special teams 
coordinator, but also coach of the tight ends. 
“He’s healthy, he’s been really physical in his 
blocking, he’s been an excellent receiver. He 
knows the offense really well, he’s a smart 
player and he’s been a tremendous asset to 
us.” 

Johnston is truly healthy for the first time 
in his active Alabama career. 

A nerve problem that led to neck and 
shoulder problems a year ago was corrected 
in the offseason, allowing him to play ag- 
gressively without consequences. 

“Once I was cleared to work out hard and 
found out what was wrong with my neck I 
really went to work hard this summer and 
had a good season in the weight room,” he 
said. “I've really worked hard and its really 
paid off.” 
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Times Now Paying Off 


Clint Johnston has always been a good receivi 


uring his redshirt freshman season 
two years ago, Johnston began expe- 
riencing pain in his neck and shoul- 


ders and tingling in his right arm. At first, 
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g tight end and after getting to the source of his neck 
injuries he has also become a good blocking tight end. 


Kent Gidley Photo 


the pain kept him out of “a few snaps here 
and there,” but Johnston mostly played 
through the pain. 

Last fall, it got worse. 
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“It finally got so bad that I couldn't play 
through it,” he said. 

He missed late-season games against 
Tenn Mississippi State and LSU before 
rebounding to start against Hawaii in the 
season finale. But his stats were down from 
the year before; he caught only six passes for 
46 yards and a touchdown as opposed to 10 
catches for 99 yards as a freshman 

Neck pain forced Johnston out of spring 
practice and into the doctor’ office. Team 
doctors referred Johnston to a chiropractor, 
who used deep-tissue massage that, accord- 
ing to Johnston, “stripped down the muscles 
in the joints” to find the pain’s source 

The verdict? Nerve entrapment-muscles 
on the left side of Johnston's neck were con- 
stricting nerves on the right side of his neck, 
causing neck and shoulder pain. 

Once the problem was addressed, 
Johnston's pain disappeared 

“It didn't feel too good,” Johnston said, 
“but it worked.” 

A pain-free Johnston became a force on 
the practice field this fall. Now, Johnston 
isn't afraid of contact-or what might happen 
if his neck absorbs a hard hit. “I'm not wor- 
ried about my nerves. My neck’s not hurt- 
ing. My arm’s not tingling,” Johnston said 
“Therefore it’s really freed me up to come off 
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the ball low, lead with my head up the safe 
way. “It’s really freed me up to play hard 
That’ the biggest difference. 

Ungerer has noticed a big change in 
Johnston, too. He says his tight end’s pass- 
catching ability has opened up the passing 
offense. 

“Clint has probably been one of our most 
improved players this year,” Ungerer said. “I 
think early on in the season, we threw him a 
few balls and then we tried to get him a few 
more and people really started focusing on 
it, and that’s helped our receivers shake 
loose a little bit too, because they have to 
have that focus that we will throw to the 
tight end.” 


ne might think that a boy growing 
up in Alabama with a father and 
uncle (Donny) who were former 


Crimson Tide football players would have 
been a hardcore fan, right from the start 

But that wasn’t necessarily the case for 
Johnston. 

His first memory of Alabama football is a 
common one-the 1992 national title victory 
over Miami-but Johnston sheepishly admits 
he doesn't remember much about the actual 
game 

He and his parents went to a friend’s house 


to watch the game, but Johnston (then nine 
years old) was more interested in romping 
with the other children there. “Us kids went 
off to play,” he said. “I didn't care anything 
about football then-watching the game last- 
ed too long, 

His sentiments changed once he started 
playing football 
Growing up, coming to games, watching 
games, growing up around it, it made my 
decision very easy when it came time to 
choose where I was going to college,” he 
said. “There was never any doubt 1 wanted 
to come here 

His Alabama experience has further con- 
vinced Johnston that his decision was cor- 
rect. 

He met his future wife-Alabama cheer- 
leader Shannon Ainsworth-his freshman 
year, and proposed to her last Christmas 
Day at her church. They're scheduled to be 
married on May 21 

And even while the program has struggled 
with NCAA sanctions and the departures of 
Franchione and Mike Price, Johnston's re- 
solve has stayed strong, 

“Pve built relationships with guys on this 
team that'll last a lifetime,” he said. “The ad- 
versity has brought us closer. I's made me 
that I made the right decision.” 
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Gymnastics Outlook: 


Bama Knows 
Formula 
For Winning 


by Andrew Varble Il 


It will be business as usual 
as Sarah Patterson goes 
after sixth national title 


oming off the program's 15th top- 
three national finish in the past 20 
years, it would be easy for Head 
Coach Sarah Patterson and the 2005 
Crimson Tide gymnastics team to rest on 
past laurels. It might be tempting to just 
kind of take it easy this year and see what 
happens 
But that’s not Patterson's style, and that’ 
not how a program gets 15 top-three nation- 
al finishes including four NCAA Champion- 
ships and five second place finishes. Sarah 
and David Patterson, her husband and asso- 
¢ head coach, now in their 27th season 
ling the Crimson Tide, know that at this 
el, even standing still means falling be- 
hind. So they, along with Assistant Coach 
Bryan Raschilla, in his eighth season with 
the Tide, and Volunteer Coach Dana 
Dobransky Duckworth, have been working 
hard to get the current Tide ready in a posi- 
tion to make a run at NCAA title Numl 
Sit 
“Its a building process and every year you 
have to improve and move ahead,” Patterson 
said. “Our job right now is to be as prepared 
for the season as we can be. Our job is to 
find six ladies on every event who ate ready 
to compete and hungry to improve and then 
go from there 
Moving ahead will once again be the chal- 
lenge. Alabama lost 18-time All-America 
and 2004 NCAA all-around champion Jeana 
Rice to graduation, along with All-America 
Stephanie Kite and Lauren Holdefer from a 
team that tied for third last year. And the 
Tide, especially the freshman class, has been 
slowed early in the season with injuries and 


Alabama gymnastics will be led this year by 
(left to right) Mari Bayer, Alexis Brion, Ashley 
Miles, and Shannon Hrozek. Barry Fikes Photo 
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Alabama Head Coach Sa 


atterson and Dana 


h 


Filetti are preparing for another strenuous season, one the Tide hopes leads to its six 


onship and fourth championship earned in the state of Alabama, 


other bumps and bruises. But the closer the 
season gets, the closer the Tide gets to being 
a typical Patterson squad-starting out strong 
and getting stronger. 

Leading the Tide’s charge will be three- 
time NCAA Champion Ashley Miles. Miles, 
a junior, became the first Alabama gymnast 
to win an NCAA vault title as a rookie. Last 
season she repeated on the vault and added 
the NCAA floor exercise title. Patterson said 
Miles reported in the best shape of her ca- 
reer. A three-event All-America as a sopho- 
more (giving her five honors for her career) 
Miles will be available for all-around duty 
this year. In addition to adding the balance 
beam to her normal workload, Miles has up- 
graded her uneven bars routine and will be 
unveiling a new floor exercise routine that 
could, by midseason, include a rare fourth 
tumbling pass 

The senior trio of Alexis Brion, Shannon 
Hrozek and Michelle Reeser were freshmen 
on the Tide's 2002 NCAA Championship 
team. Brion, a three-year All-America, 
earned two honors last season, vault and 
floor exercise. She will be available for all- 
around duty. 

Hrozek was an All-America as a freshman 
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and sophomore, but an injury during warm- 
up at last year’s NCAA Championships ham- 
pered her bid to earn the honor again 
Hrozek slammed her shoulder into the vault 
table during a practice run, She came back 
though and turned in gritty performances 
during both the preliminariess and Super 
Six Team Finals, She will perform all- 
around. 

Reeser has been the Tide’s lead-off rock on 
the balance beam the last two years, a vital 
role she should continue in her senior sea- 
son, A crowd favorite on the floor exercise, 
she could also see action on the uneven bars. 

From the junior class, All-America Mari 
Bayer will again contend for an all-around 
berth, She will debut a new vault this season 
as well as new elements to her popular un- 
even bars routine. With her long lines and 
graceful presence, she brings a different look 
to her gymnastics, especially the balance 
beam and floor exercis 

The two junior Danas—Dana Filetti and 
Dana Pierce-have made strides coming into 
this season and both will be available for all- 
around duty, Filetti is in the best shape of 
her career, starting off in the gym ahead of 
where she finished last season. Filetti has 
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added skills to all her routines and her floor 
routine should become a favorite, Patterson 
aid. Pierce is another Tide gymnast in the 
best shape of her career coming into this 
season and another one that has upgraded 
her skills, She brings an upbeat and positive 
outlook to the gym that is another plus for 
the team. 

A beam specialist her first two seasons, 
Racheal Delahoussaye has put together a 
floor exercise routine that should prove 
highly entertaining, displaying her vivacious 
personality. 

Sophomores Meredith Laxton and Erin 
Rightley both saw limited action last season, 
but both have stepped it up this year and are 
ready for more. Laxton has come a long way 
since her rookie season. She will be pushing 
for a spot in the balance beam lineup, 
putting her long, clean lines to good use. 
She is also working a 10.0 vault that could 
help the Tide down the line. Rightley, who 
spent last year on the verge of the lineup, is 
expected to be a major factor in 2005. She 
brings great power to her routines, and has 
the highest leaps on the beam of anyone on 
the Tide roster. If she can maintain the pace 
she has set in the preseason, fans will see a 
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lot of her in the vault, balance beam and floor 
exercise lineups. 


he Tide's freshman class has struggled 
I carly with a spate of injuries left over 
from their pre-\Bama careers. Mindy 
Weber and Kaitlin White both had to have 
surgery early in the preseason which has put 
them behind. But both women, and Jessie 
Silver, have been working to get back in the 
swing of things. Weber and White, are look- 
ing to start out on the uneyen bars and work 
their way into other events as the season pro- 
gresses. Silver, a happy surprise for the Tide 
when she showed up in August, had been out 
of the sport for more than two years when 
she enrolled at Alabama. She has a hearty 
work ethic and talent. 

The Tide’ fourth freshman isn’t on campus 
yet, but she is arguably the most anticipated 
rookie in Alabama history. Terin Humphrey 
hails from Bates, Missouri, but this summer 
she spent some time in Athens, Greece. 
While there she saw some sites, went on a 
short cruise with some friends, and helped 
the United States win a silver medal at the 
Olympic Games, Humphrey, the first Olym- 
pian to join the Crimson Tide gymnastics 
team, also won a silver medal of her own on 
the uneven bars. A member of the 2003 U.S. 
World Championship team that won gold, 
she has spent the fall on the T.J. Maxx 
Champions Tour, but is scheduled to join her 
Tide teammates in late December, just before 
the competition season starts. 

“We'll bring Terin along slowly,” Patterson 
said. “I've told her that it’s not important 
¢ in January, but where we are in 
a seasoned competitor and an ex- 
traordinary talent, I know that our fans are 
looking forward to meeting her.” 


he road to April, and the NCAA 
I Championships, will again be a tough 
one for the Crimson Tide, including 
five teams that finished in last year's top 
seven, The 2005 schedule features perennial 
powerhouses Georgia, Stanford, LSU and 
Florida along with up and coming programs 
North Carolina, lowa State and Auburn. The 
season again starts with a bang as Alabama 
tries to defend its Super Six Challenge crown 
against Georgia, host Florida, lowa, Arizona 
and Penn State on January 7 in Gainesville. 

The postseason will be a ‘close to home’ af- 
fair for the Tide. The Southeastern Confer- 
ence Championships will be in Marietta, 
Georgia; the NCAA Central Region Champ- 
ionships will be in Tuscaloosa; and the NCAA 
Championships will be in Auburn. 

It will mark the fourth time the national 
championships have been held in the state of 
Alabama, which will put the Crimson Tide's 
streak on the line. Sarah Patterson and Bama 
have never lost an NCAA title contested in 
the state of Alabama. 
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Track & Field Outlook: 


by Kirk McNair 


Men and women working 
to have big point events 


emember the old joke about how the 
R= job in athletics is track coach? 

You just tell the athletes, “Keep turn- 
ing left and get back as quick as you can.” 
Oh, but were it so easy for Men's Coach 
Harvey Glance and Women's Coach Sandy 
Fowler, the leaders of Alabama's track and 
field programs, 

For one thing, there are over two dozen 
events for a track and field team, competing 
both indoors and outdoors, several more 
events than available scholarships for ath- 
letes. Additionally, some events-the relays 
require more than one athlete. Throw in dis- 
tance runners-almost every track and field 
team has to have at least five in order to 
field a cross country team in the fall-and the 
talent pool is stretched. 

That means splitting up scholarships, 
counting on walk-ons, and having some ath- 
letes compete in more than one event. 

As if that isn’t enough, consider that the 
Southeastern Conference is one of the most 
competitive in almost every sport, and track 
and field certainly is no exception. Compet- 
ing in the SEC Championship events is a 
preview of the NCAA meets. 

Generally speaking, a track and field team 
includes sprinters and hurdlers, distance 
runners, jumpers, and throwers. But there is 
more to it than that. Sprinters and hurdlers 
can go any distance from 60 to 400 meters, 
high and low hurdles; distance runners can 


Peter Etoot 


be 800-meter to 10,000-meter performers; 
jumpers include triple jump, high jump, 
and long jump, not to mention pole 
vaulters; and throwers handle javelin, shot 
put, hammer, weight, and discus. And that 
doesn’t even include the combination ath- 
letes competing in pentathlon and decathlon 
and steeplechasers. 

Although Bama’s men’s and women’s teams 
practice in the same Sam Bailey Track and 
Field stadium and often compete in the 
same meets, the squads are separate at 
Alabama. 


arvey Glance is “excited” about the 
prospects for Alabama's men’s track 
and field team in 2005 after a disap- 
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Beth Mallory 


pointing season last year. Beginning his 
eighth year, Glance had Tide teams finishing 
in the top ten until slipping out to 11th 
place two years ago. Then last year Bama 
inished 43rd in the nation. 

“We were down a year ago, but we've 
worked hard to correct that,” Glance said. 
He thinks it is possible that Alabama could 
return to the nation’s top ten in outdoors 
competition this year “if everyone performs 
to his best.” More realistic is somewhere be- 
tween 15 and 25, the coach admits. 

Glance has several top men back from last 
season and hopes to add a few more per- 
formers for the spring semester, which in- 
cludes both indoors and outdoors competi- 
tion. 

“We have a pretty good team coming 
back,” Glance said. “We're a young squad, 
but we are very talentec 

The Tide leader is likely to be Chauncey 
Harris, a junior who was an All-America at 
both 60 meters and 200 meters last year. (As 
an example of how strong the SEC is, Harris 
did not score in either event at the SEC 
Championships, but qualified for the NCAA 
meet.) Glance also expects help in the 
sprints from incoming freshman Michael 
Cooley. 

Seniors are frequently important to team 
success. Among Bama’s accomplished per- 
formers returning for senior seasons are: 

Curtis McBride was an All-America on the 
distance medley relay team. Jeff Fedler has 
the fourth fastest time in Alabama history in 
the 800, Keith Baker was fourth in the SEC 
in the pentathlon. 

Junior Peter Etoot has been an excellent 
distance performer for Alabama both in 
track and field and in cross country, and is a 
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former SEC champion in the 800. Sopho- 
more Alex Korir scored at both the 5,000- 
and 10,000-meter runs. 

Steven Boozer, a sophomore, was a confer- 
ence and NCAA qualifier in the discus as a 
freshman. Junior Byron Gibson was an SEC 
finalist in the 110 hurdles. Junior Gabe 
Warren was fourth in the SEC in the high 
jump. 

Glance expects freshman Alex Straughn to 
be nationally-competitive in the triple jump. 

Alabama expects to be strong in the dis- 
tance events this year, particularly if some 
new signees come on board prior to the 
spring semester. Because Alabama is one of 
the schools that takes distance running seri- 
ously (Arkansas is the other), and good 
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depth in those events can provide points 
needed to compete for championships. 

Glance also expects Bama to be strong in 
the relays with the 4x400 a national 
contender and the distance medley relay 
with Cooley and Etoot “perhaps the fastest 
in the nation.” 

Glance believes that Florida may have the 
best all-around men’s track and field team in 
the nation, and that Arkansas will continue 
to be very solid with the addition of some 
sprinters and throwers. 


andy Fowler has a background in 
Sites and that is reflected in her 

Crimson Tide squad. Junior Beth 
Mallory led the Tide to a finish of 22nd in 
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the nation last spring as she was an All- 
America in both discus and hammer throws. 
She was second in the NCAA Champion- 
ships in the discus and seventh in the ham- 
mer (she is the Alabama record-holder) 
“And,” Fowler said, “the best thing about 
her is that she has so much untapped poten- 
tial. She is learning all the time. 

Mallory is “a typical multi-event thrower,” 
as are most Tide performers in the throwing 
events. Even javelin, which is something of 
a specialty, is a possibility for Mallory. 

Mallory is joined by junior Aymara Albury, 
who was second in the SEC Championships 
with a school record 56-foot shot put last 
year and is expected to be a national con- 
tender this year. Freshman Lorna Finn will 
throw the hammer and weight (the indoor 
version of the hammer) and “will dabble” in 
the shot put. 

But Bama is not a one-dimensional team. 
Fowler also expects the Tide to be strong in 
sprints, hurdles, and jumps. “We've picked 
up a lot of points in throws and hurdles and 
this year should also score well in jumps 
and sprints,” she said 

Tahesia Harrigan, a junior who did not 
compete last year, is a former All-America 
who will sprint 60-, 100- and 200-meter 
events. She is also a long jump candidate. 
Junior Majik Reed is also strong in the 
sprints. 

Junior Beau Walker and senior LaTasha 
Pharr were NCAA qualifiers in the hurdles 
last year. Walker, the Drake Relays champi- 
on in both 100 and 400 hurdles, set a school 
record in the 100 (12.96) and won the 
NCAA Regionals in the 400. Pharr also qual- 
ified in the triple jump as her 44-2 mark was 
longest at the SEC meet 

Junior Kou Luogon participates in the 400 
and triple jump, while senior Christie 
Fairley will run the 400. And Rachel Wilson 
was eighth in the SEC meet as a freshman 
last year. 

And the Tide has added a freshman, 
LeAuna Sistrunk, in sprints and hurdles. 
“She wants to be special,” Fowler said. 

Fowler expects the Tide relays to be 
strong. 

As for the distance events, Fowler said, 
“We're building that group. Elizabeth 
Wancowicz has been our best in cross coun- 
try. Her best event is the 1500.” Soph Tara 
Enebak is strong in the “distance distance” 
runs, 5,000 and 10,000 meters. Senior 
Virnetta Greene runs the 800 and 1500 
events. Fowler is also pleased with the work 
of freshman Jennifer Gray, likely an 800 per- 
former. 

Women began competing in the 
steeplechase only three years ago. Bama has 
two performers in junior Blair Davis and 
sophomore Megan Carnes, who broke the 
school record as a freshman, the first year 
she had participated in the event. 

Fowler believes Alabama’ relatively young 
team is going to be strong for several years. 
As for this year, the SEC competition will 
come from LSU, South Carolina, Tennessee 
and Florida. 
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Football Recruiting: 


li geass 


by Andrew Bone 


Taking advantage of name, 
Tide recruits nationwide 


‘ear-in and year-out the majority of 
Y[isttoans football signees will come 

from the high schools of the state of 
Alabama. Considering the Crimson Tide's 
success for many decades, that is a great 
tribute to the high school coaches and play- 
ers of the state. Last year was no exception 
with 21 of the 28 who signed with Bama 
hailing from Alabama. 

But Alabama's greatest teams have always 
included players from outside the state bor- 
ders. Because the Crimson Tide has a na- 
tional name in college football, Alabama 
coaches have a distinct advantage in being 
able to attract the attention of prospects 
from coast to coast. 

This is a year in which Alabama is expect- 
ed to sign about 30 prospects. A few of them 
will be players being re-signed from last 
year. And some of the new names are from 
within the state, 

But this year more than usual, Alabama's 
recruiters are looking outside the state to fill 
certain needs. And among those needs are at 
the skill positions-backs and wide receivers. 

Here is a look at some of those skill posi- 
tion players from out-of-state who have 
been linked with the Crimson Tide: 

QUARTERBACK 

Jimmy Barnes, of Los Alamitos High 
School in California, was the first skill posi- 
tion player to announce his decision to play 
for the Crimson Tide. Barnes is a 6-4, 220- 
pound quarterback and is one of the top 
prospects in the country. As a junior, Barnes 
completed 156 of 265 passes for 2,321 yards 
with 21 touchdowns and only 10 intercep- 
tions, As a senior his numbers are all im- 
proved. 

While it is unlikely Alabama will sign an- 
other quarterback, one remaining on the re- 
cruiting board is Jonathan Crompton of 
Tuscola High School in Waynesville, North 
Carolina. Crompton is 6-4, 190, and is 
ranked as the fourth best quarterback in the 
country by Scout.com, Crompton made an 
early commitment to Tennessee, but with 
two freshman quarterbacks in the starting 
rotation for the Volunteers, Crompton is 
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Jimmy Barnes 


considering taking some official visits, in- 
cluding one to Alabama. 
RUNNING BACK 

After losing Ray Hudson to a season end- 
ing torn ACL, the performance of sopho- 
more Ken Darby has been spectacular. 
Darby is one of the top running backs in the 
SEC and has surpassed the 1,000 yard rush- 
ing mark for the season. The Tide coaching 
staff is looking for a big time running back 
or two, interested in early playing time. 

High on the recruiting board is Mikell 
Simpson. Simpson is 6-1, 200, from Harris- 
burg High School in Pennsylvania. He is 
ranked as the 17th best running back in the 
country and a member of Scout.com East 
Hot 100. Simpson is a versatile athlete and 
can play on the offensive or defensive side of 
the ball. The four-star running back has the 
size and speed to be a phenomenal college 
running back. Simpson tore his meniscus, 
ending his season, but his recruitment did 
not stop. Alabama is one of Simpson's top 
four schools and he took his official visit the 
weekend of the Auburn game. After an im- 
pressive visit, Simpson could decide 
Alabama is the place for him. Simpson also 
has scheduled visits with UCLA, Nebraska, 
and Virgina. Simpson finished his senior 
season with 446 yards on 51 carries and 
scored seven touchdowns. On defense, he 
intercepted five passes. 

Roy Upchurch, 6-0, 195, from Godby High 
School in Tallahassee, has seen his stock 
soar his senior season. Upchurch is the lead- 
ing rusher in the state of Florida, with over 
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2.200 yards and 25 touchdowns, Upchurch 
looks to be one of the leading candidates to 
sign with the Tide. Coach Mike Shula and 
Coach Bob Connelly tripped to Tallahassee 
to observe Upchurch and the visit made a 
lasting impression with the star running 
back. Upchurch has close ties with Alabama 
running back, Ray Hudson. Hudson and 
Upchurch have built a relationship as a re- 
sult of their mothers being friends and co- 
workers. It is not easy to take a player from 
Tallahassee, especially when Florida State 
will push hard for his signature. Upchurch 
plans to visit Alabama, Auburn, North 
Carolina, and Syracuse, Upchurch is not 
planning an official visit with Florida State 
because he is familiar with the hometown 
school. 

Mike Davis, 5-10, 215, from Columbia 
High School, South Carolina, is a four-star 
running back and is ranked 22nd in the 
country by Scout.com. Davis is a power back 
with breakaway speed and agility, Davis has 
great balance to go along with his explosive- 
ness. As a junior, Davis carried the ball for 
2,347 yards, with 25 touchdowns and has 
amassed over 1,500 yards as a senior. 
Kentucky was the first school Davis set for 
an official visit and UCLA is scheduled for a 
visit. Davis has mentioned Alabama among 
his favorites and will likely set a visit with 
the Tide. 

Fort Walton Beach (Florida) High School 
star Glen Coffee is high on Alabama's re- 
cruiting board. Coffee is a 6-1, 205 pounder 
with excellent speed (4.5). As a junior, 
Coffee rushed for 850 yards with seven 
touchdowns and had 250 yards receiving 
with four touchdowns. Bigger and faster as a 
senior, Coffee has rushed for over 1,300 
yards with an 8.7 yard rushing average and 
over 20 touchdowns. Coffee claims his first 
SEC offer from Alabama will play a big part 
in his decision. Florida and LSU are also 
under consideration, 

Other out-of-state running backs who 
could be in Alabama’ recruiting picture are: 

Austin Davis, 5-9, 195, Evangel Christian, 
Lakeland. Florida; James Davis, 6-0, 205, 
4.5, Douglass of Atlanta; and Briceton 
Wilson, 6-1, 205, 4.5, from Wakulla High in 
Crawfordville, Florida. 

WIDE RECEIVER 

Although wide receivers were a point of 
emphasis in 2004 recruiting, the Alabama 
football cupboard is not yet re-stocked in 
split ends and flankers. 

Fred Rouse is 6-3, 190 pounds from 
Lincoln High School in Tallahassee and one 
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of the best offensive weapons in the country. 
Rouse is a five-star recruit and ranked as the 
second best wide receiver in the country by 
Scout.com. Rouse could be the top wide re- 
ceiver to come out of the state of Florida 
over the past several years, Texas, Florida 
State, and Miami are the front runners for 
the star receiver’s commitment, but the 
Crimson Tide is in the hunt, Cole Harvey, an 
offensive lineman at Lincoln who has com- 
mitted to Alabama, is working his teammate 
hard and trying to influence Rouse into join- 
ing him at The Capstone. Harvey brought 
Rouse to the Alabama-Ole Miss game and 
Rouse was impressed. Alabama will likely 
get an official visit. 

Conshario Johnson from Middleton High 
School in Tampa, Florida, is 6-2, 185, has 
been overshadowed by four-star wide receiv- 
er, O.J. Murdock among recruiting experts. 
But Johnson has impressed college re- 
cruiters. Midway through his senior season 
he had 35 receptions for over 600 yards and 
seven touchdowns, lowa State, Central 
Florida, and Rutgers were the first schools to 
offer, After Coach Shula reviewed Johnson's 
tape, Johnson received an offer. 

Rendrick Taylor, a Clemson commitment, 
has decided to re-open his recruitment. 
Taylor is from Marlboro County High 
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School in Bennettsville, South Carolina. The 
6-2, 210 pound wide receiver made an early 
commitment to the Tigers, but with coaches 
from other schools still calling, Taylor has 
decided to take a few official visits. Taylor is 
ranked as the 14th best wide receiver 
prospect in the country by Scout.com and a 
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member of Scout.com East Hot 100. He is 
scheduled to visit Bama December 10-1 

Alabama could reach into the Mississippi 
junior college ranks for wide receivers, 
Among those prospects are: 

Larry Brackens, a 6-5, 220-pounder at 
Pearl River in Poplarville. He is originally 
from Dothan, As a freshman he had 43 re- 
ceptions for 772 yards and nine touch- 
downs. He is a junior college All-America. 
He is also looking at Florida State and 
Southern Cal. 

Julius McClellan, 6-4, 220, from Coa- 
hoama in Clarksdale, As a freshman he had 
48 receptions for 1,297 yards and 14 touch- 
downs. He is an All-America at wide receiv- 
er, but some reports have him as a defensive 
back prospect. Alabama would give him his 
choice of offense or defense. He will visit 
Bama, but Florida State, LSU and Ole Miss 
are considered leaders. 

Emory Jones, 6-4, 215, is from Northeast 
in Booneville. He is an elite receiver, origi- 
nally from Detroit, Michigan, In eight games 
as a freshman he had 55 pass receptions for 
over 700 yards, Michigan State is top com- 
petition for Bama, 

Other wide receiver possibilities include: 

Taurus Johnson, 6-0, 185, 4.4, Cape Coral 
High School, Florida; OJ. Murdock, 6-0, 
185, 4.4, Middleton High School, Tampa, 
Florida; Travis Sanford, 6-4 195, 4.5, South 
Panola High School, Batesville, Mississippi; 
Travis Sikes, 6-4, 195, 4.5, Christ Presby- 
terian Academy, Nashville, Tennessee, Greg 
Smith, 6-3, 190, 4.5, Douglass High School, 
Atlanta, Georgia; and BJ. Vickers, 6-3, 210, 
4.5, Santa Monica Community College, 
California. 


D 


NSIVE BACK 

Alabama being ranked number one in the 
nation in total defense and number one in 
the nation in pass defense for much of 2004 
has gotten the attention of defensive back 
prospects. 

Among them are: 

Derek Pegues is 5-10, 175 pounds from 
South Panola High School in Batesville, 
Mississippi and one of the best cornerbacks 
in the country, Pegues is a dual threat high 
school quarterback who will make the wran- 
sition to defense in college, Ranked as a 
four-star recruit by Scout.com, Pegues will 
participate in the U.S. Army High School 
All-America game in San Antonio, Texas. As 
a junior, Pegues accounted for over 2,700 
yards of total offense with 44 touchdowns. 
Pegues lists Alabama among his top five 
with LSU, Michigan, Tennessee, and Ole 
Miss. 

Star safety, Chris Rogers is a 6-0, 175 
pound safety prospect for Evangel Christian 
in Lakeland, Florida. During the summer, 
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Alabama was the team to beat for Rogers’ 
signature until Rogers made the surprise an- 
nouncement of his commitment to 
Maryland. Though committed to Maryland, 
Rogers has remained in close contact with 
Alabama Coach Chris Ball. As a junior, 
Rogers recorded 65 tackles, with 10 inter- 
ceptions from his cornerback position. 
Rogers moved to safety for his senior year 
and has not disappointed. Rogers has 
recorded over 100 tackles and has intercept- 
ed three passes. Rogers has set his official 
visit date with Alabama, January 7-9. His 
only other visit will be to Maryland. 

Anthony Johnson from Provine High 
School in Jackson, Mississippi, is a 5-10, 
175-pound cornerback. Ranked 22nd in the 
country at cornerback by Scout.com., 
Johnson finished an excellent junior season 
with 639 yards receiving on offense, with 10 
touchdowns. On defense, he intercepted six 
passes, with one touchdown. A visit to 
Tuscaloosa changed Johnson's thinking 
about the Tide and he now lists Alabama as 
one of his top three, possibly his leader over 
Mississippi State and Auburn. 

This fall, a Florida defensive back started 
turning heads. Kent Richardson from James 
Rickards High School in Tallahassee is 6-0, 


Name Pos Wt 
jimmy Barnes QB 220 
Sam Burnthall DB 195 
Evan Cardwell OL 300 
*Drew Davis OL 286 
Marlon Davis OL 300 
Scott Deaton OL 275 
*Brandon Fanney DL 260 
Prince Hall 1B 240 
Cole Harvey OL 250 
Charles Hoke TE 235 
Baron Huber DE 240 
Michael Johnson OL 265 
*Travis McCall DE 235 
Cory Reamer DB 190 
Byron Walton DL 300 
*Lorenzo Washington DL 275 
*John Parker Wilson QB 180 


*Re-sign from 2004 


Alabama Football Commitments 


40-time | Hometown (High School) 
5.0 Los Alamitos, Calif. 
4.65 Decatur 
49 Killen (Brooks) 
5.5 Evergreen (Sparta Academy) 
4.8 Columbus, Ga. 
Oak Mountain 
4.7 Morristown, Tenn. (West) 
4.65 Moreno Valley, Calif. 
48 Tallahassee, Fla. (Lincoln) 
4.9 Birmingham (Briarwood Christian) 
4.7 — Powell, Tenn. 
N/A Pensacola, Fla. (Pine Forest) 
4.75 Prattville (Prattville) 
4.7 Hoover 
N/A Trinity (West Morgan) 
4.75 Loganville, Ga. (Grayson) 
4.5 Birmingham (Hoover) 


T90 pounds and has the size and speed to 
play cornerback or safety. The talented de- 
fensive back is having a stellar senior sea- 
son, recording over 70 tackles and five inter- 
ceptions. Richardson claims Alabama as his 
favorite and the team to beat. He has an offi- 
cial visit scheduled to Alabama December 
11-13. 

Other out-of-state defensive backs who 


could be involved with Alabama are: 

Pat Austin, 5-11, 170, 4.5, Lincoln High 
School, Tallahassee, Florida; Austin Divinity, 
6-1, 190, Hinds County Agricultural High 
School, Utica, Mississippi; Al Hightower, 6- 
1, 190, 4.5, Early County High School, 
Blakely, Georgia; and Darrieus Ramsey, 5- 
10, 170, 4.3, Grafton High School, York- 


town, Virginia. 


The Best Way To Keep Up With Tide Recruiting 


The same great information used by Alabama football recruiters is available to Crimson Tide football followers. 


Things move quickly in the world of recruiting 
and the internet provides the means to keep up 
with the daily (and even hourly) events in this 
important area. 

And like Alabama’s coaching staff, you can get 
information about hundreds of Crimson Tide 
prospects as they are interviewed by the state, 
regional, and national recruiting experts of 
BamaMag.com and Scout.com 

Andrew Bone in Alabama, Scott Kennedy and 
Jamie Newburg in the Southeast, and the na- 
tional staff of SuperPrep as well as other region- 
al experts bring the most up-to-date and most 
accurate recruiting news. BamaMag.com and 
Scout.com are number one in coverage of foot- 
ball recruiting. 

And with the likes of Dave Telep, Mike 
Sullivan, and Jeff Goodman, the story is the 
same in coverage of basketball recruiting. 

BamaMag.com covers all aspects of Crimson 


Tide sports with the staff of BAMA MAGAZINE, including Editor Kirk McNair and Assistant Editor Mitch Dobbs. 
To keep up with Alabama sports on a daily basis, go to www.BamaMag.com 
It's like getting "BAMA MAGAZINE every day. 


www.BamaMag.com 
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Where Are They Now? 


Creed Gilmer Got The Job Done 


by Erik Stinnett 


Undersized defender had 
knack for stopping foes 


ention the name Gilmer and many 
Alabama fans would think of 
Harry Gilmer, the Crimson Tide's 


All-America halfback of the 1940s. There 
was, however, another Gilmer of no relation 
who wore the crimson jersey-Creed Gilmer. 
Creed’s explanation of the difference in the 
two: “He was famous, and I wasn 

He may not be as well known as his prede- 
cessor, but Creed Gilmer was a standout play- 
er, Gilmer played right defensive end for the 
Tide in 1964 and 1965, earning All-South- 
eastern Conference his final season. At 5-10, 
170, Gilmer was significantly undersized for 
a defensive lineman-even in that era-yet 
when it came to stuffing the run, few did it 
better. 

“1 played for two years and nobody ever 
scored around my end,” said Gilmer, who 
compensated for his small stature with 
speed and endurance. 

Not too many teams scored on Alabama's 
defense period in 1964 and 1965. The "64 
squad, which finished 10-1, allowed only 
nine touchdowns all season, while the '65 
eam, which went 9-1-1, yielded 10. Both 
eams captured SEC and national champi- 
onships. 

One of the true defensive masterpieces 
during that time came against Auburn in 
1965. The Tide picked off an amazing seven 
en route to posting a 30-3 win. 

“Auburn completed 14 passes that 
and we caught as many as they did,” Gilmer 
said. “They had a guard and a fullback who 
were tipping off pass plays. I was supposed 
to call it when I saw it, and when I did we 
dropped seven back in pass coverage and 
rushed four. It worked out real well that 
day.” 

As teammate Tim Bates remembers it, 


Even in an era when Alabama football teams were famous for utilizing quickness rather than size, 
Creed Gilmer was small for a defensive end at 5-10, 170. But he was good at his job, an all-conference 


Gilmer did that type of pre-snap detection performer on back-to-back national championship teams. University of Alabama Photo 
all the time. Gilmer, Bates said, loved to 

study film, allowing him to know even the an offensive lineman’s stance or his subtle me and told me, ‘78's tipping off again,” 
most minute tendencies of an opposing of- _ lean what the next play was going to be. Bates said. “Right after that, Creed broke 
fense before game day. Gilmer could tell by “I remember one game, Creed turned to through and just creamed the quarterback. 
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Number 78 couldn't figure out what had hap- 
pened, and he heard it from his teammates 
when he got back to the huddle. 

“Then on the very next play, Creed turned 
to me again and said, ‘78% tipping off again.’ 
This time he broke through and got to the 
fullback. Poor number 78 had no idea how to 
stop Creed from picking up on what he was 
going to do. The rest of the game, the guy 
Was so paranoid that he just stayed stationary 
until the ball was already in the quarterbacks 


ard to imagine a more satisfying, two- 
than the one Gilmer enjoyed. 
vas plenty for me,” 


laying for Paul Bryant was another 
Piistis: Gilmer, who didn’t letter 
until his junior year, doesn't remember 
too many personal, one-on-one encounters 
with the legendary coach other than one oc- 
casion when Bryant made the comment, 
good or get gone.” 
“He knew how to pick you up when you 


he said 


were down, and he knew how to knock you 
down a notch when you got cocky,” Gilmer 
said, 


There was something else Gilmer remem- 
bers about Bryant-his tireless work ethic 

“He worked hard, so that made you want to 
work hard,” Gilmer said. “If you happened to 
pass by his office at 10:30 p.m. and see his 
light still on, you would remember that, [t 
made you want to copy him. Its not hard to 
follow somebody like that.” 

Another life lesson from Bryant? 

“When you get knocked down, you've got 
to get back up,” Gilmer said. “I'm pretty sure 
he taught that to all his players.” 

Gilmer, who lives alone in Helena just out- 
side of Birmingham, said he’s had his share of 
opportunities over the years to put that les- 
son to use, One major trial came about six 
years ago when his marriage of over 25 years 
ended. Gilmer said he's “over it" now. The 
62-y nd two daughters, 
all of whom live in Alabama. 

As far as working, Gilmer refers to himself 
as semi-retired and is looking forward to the 
day he can completely retire. He owns Gilmer 
Office Furniture in Birmingham. Prior to 
starting the business some 25 years ago, he 
spent about five years as 

“They cut my commission about three or 
four times, and I just got tired of having my 
salary cut,” Gilmer said of his decision to 
leave the brokerage business 

In his spare time, Gilmer likes to fish, He 
also follows Alabama football—not as closely 
as he used to, he said, but he does try to at- 


old has two sons 


tockbroker. 
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tend as many home games as he can. 
“L think Coach (Mike) Shula has done a 
pretty good job,” he said. 


Tide fans who remember the not-so-famous 
Gilmer would probably say he did a prewy 
good job in his day, too. 


} Travel Through the Holidays with 
Swuthen C Cruzin RV Rentals 


Over the tiver and through the woods is easier in an RV 


Osk about our 
WINTER SPECIALS 


Call 
205-339-6107 


www.southerneruzinvrentals.com 


Farm Tours 
The Best Escorted Vacations You'll Ever Find 


TD From 9 1429» 


Airfare not included 

Departs Mondays and Thursdays in January 2006. Includes Inter island 
airfare. Hawaiian owned hotels, transfers, baggage handling, Escort on 
each island. Staying in Oahu, Hawaii (Kona & Hilo), Maui and Kauai. 
Sightseeing includes Honolulu City Tour with Pear Harbor, Volcano 
National Park, Kona Coffee Plantation Tour, Parker Cattle Ranch Museum, 
Orchid Nursery, Macadamian Nut Factory Tour, Wailua Riverboat Cruise, 
Fem Grotto, plus more as listed in brochure. So call today and make your 
reservations. CST 1021419-20 


Ca Fr tree brochure 
ee ie 1-800-888-8204 
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Early Signees: 


Raskeiball Additio 


by Mitch Dobbs 


Several sports add top 
players in early signing 


added by Alabama Basketball Coach Mark 

Goutried in the early signing period. 
Although the week-long window to sign winter 
and spring sport prospects began Wednesday, 
November 10, Alabama's announcement of 
men’ basketball signees was held up because 
the star of the group wanted to wait until his 
birthday to have his signing ceremony, 

In addition to the four men’s basketball 
signees, Alabama coaches signed two women's 
basketball players, one men’s tennis player, 
three men’s track athletes, two golfers and two 
softball players. The Tide baseball team signed 
15 players in the early fall period. 

There may be more signees in various sports 
(but not met’s basketball) announced later. 
Unlike football signees, who almost always an- 
nounced in a group on the first day of the sign- 
ing period-Signing Day-, signees in other sports 
are frequently not announced for several weeks 
as the signed scholarship papers trickle in. 

Additionally, spring and winter sports have 
another signing period in the spring. 

Here by sport is a look at those signing in var- 
ious Tide sports: 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 

Mark Gottfried and everyone else interested 
in Alabama basketball considered the wait for 
Richard Hendrix’s signature well worth it. That's 
because Hendrix, who is a star basketball power 
forward at Athens High School, turned 18 on 
the Monday after the start of the week long 
signing period. And in addition to having can- 
dles to blow out, he had the task of making his. 
previous commitment official by signing his 
scholarship papers to Bama, 

Hendrix is one of four new members of the 
Alabama basketball family. And he is the biggest 
in many respects. The 6-9, 250-pound senior is 
ranked among the nation’s top ten prospects. 
Alabama won out for his services against North 
Carolina. Going into his senior season at 
Athens High School, where he plays for his fa- 
ther, Vernard Hendrix, he is already the school 
record-holder in scoring (2,078), rebounding 
(1,289), blocked shots (467), and games started 
(100 consecutive) through his junior season. 
He led Athens to a 33-3 record and runner-up 
in Class 5A last year. He is a member of the 
National Honor Society with a 3.6 grade point 
average. Hendrix had a huge opening night to 
his senior season, 17 points, 17 rebounds, and 
seven blocked shots in a win over Decatur 
Heritage. 

Dave Telep is considered to be the hardest- 
working and most knowledgeable man cover- 


I would be hard not to like the signees 
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Richard Hendrix 


ing basketball recruiting, Telep, the basketball 
recruiting director for Scout.com, said, “Richard 
Hendrix will go down as one of the most im- 
portant recruiting victories in the history of 
Alabama basketball. In beating UNC for 
Hendrix, Mark Gottfried staved off the stiffest 
competition out there. 

“From a basketball standpoint, not only did 
Alabama win the press conference, they took a 
commitment from a legitimate impact player on 
the college level. This is a double-double guy 
with a deep history of winning games. He will 
help their program take the next step.” 

Telep ranks Alabama as having the ninth best 
recruiting class in the nation in the early sign- 
ing period. Hendrix is the number eight 
prospect in the country according to Scout.com. 

Gottfried said, “Richard Hendrix is obviously 
a very well thought of player nationally. He's as 
good a person as he is a player. He’ a big player 
who has great hands. He's versatile. He can 
score around the basket and away from the bas- 
ket. HeS just a very talented young man. And 
he'll walk in here weighing about 260 and ready 
to go. You have to remember that a guy like 
Enwin Dudley who lefi here weighing 260 came 
in at about 218.” 
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ns Draw Praise 


Hendrix was not the only new signees draw- 
ing Goutried’s praise. Also signing with the 
Crimson Tide were: Yamene (pronounced YAH- 
meen) Coleman, 6-10, 220, center, from 
Wilcox-Central High School in Camden; 
Alonzo Gee, 6-6, 205, power forward, from 
Dwyer High School in Palm Beach, Florida; and 
Ray George, 6-4, 185, guard, a native of 
Decatur, Georgia, from Atlanta's Georgia 
Perimeter Community College. 

Coleman, who hails from the school that sent 
Bama favorite Antoine Pettway to Alabama, av- 
eraged 14 points and 12 rebounds per game as a 
junior and helped lead his team to the 2003 
state championship as a sophomore and to the 
state final four as a junior, Gottlried said he 
thinks Coleman will *develop into a great play- 
erat Alabama. He comes in with great size and 
a tremendous work ethic. He's a center who 1 
think will blossom in our program.” 

Gee averaged 15 points, seven rebounds, and 
three assists last year as Dwyer won the Florida 
Class 5A state championship, He is a candidate 
for Mr. Basketball this year after making all- 
state tournament as a junior and being named 
MVP of the Adidas Showcase and making all- 
tournament at a national Las Vegas tournament. 
Gottfried said, “When we evaluated players 
from across the country last year, he moved to 
the top of the class as far as being a player who 
can shoot the ball from the perimeter and is just 
a great scorer. He will bring a lot to our team 
with his size and shooting ability.” 

George is ranked among the nation’ top ju- 
nior college combination guards. He averaged 
21 points and 10 assists as a freshman last year 
and Georgia Perimeter made it to the national 
championship tournament. His team is ranked 
15th in the nation this year and he has been 
named a pre-season All-America. 

“Ray is one of the most athletic combo guards 
in the nation,” Gottlried said. “I like the fact he 
led his team to Hutchinson (Kansas, site of the 
national junior college finals). He’ a winner and 
a great athlete who has great basketball skills.” 

Gottfried said, “I'm excited about this class 
because we signed four quality students who 
are interested in graduating as well as four qual- 
ity players who I think will be great additions to 
our basketball program.” 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

Coach Rick Moody signed Kiana Robinson 
and LaQwesha Gamble. Robinson, a 5-9 guard 
from Brooklyn, New York, is a sophomore at 
Shelton State Community College in Tusca- 
loosa. She played her freshman season at 
Connecticut last year and was a member of 
their National Championship squad. She origi- 
nally signed with the Tide this past spring be- 
fore enrolling at Shelton. 

“We loved Kiana in high school and are excit- 
ed to finally be getting her here at Alabama,” 
Moody said. “She is a tremendous athlete and is 
exactly the type of player we need to help bring 
our program back to the highest levels.” 

Robinson is coached at Shelton by former 
Alabama standout Madonna Thompson. 
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4 
Kyle Cofield 


Gamble is a 6-0 guard/forward from Winter 
Haven, Florida. She is a two-time all-state per- 
former at Winter Haven High School for 
Coach LaDon Gibson. She was a finalist for 
Miss Basketball last season, and is a candidate 
for the honor this year. 

Gamble averaged 20 points, 18 rebounds, 
eight assists and three blocked shots a game 
last year in leading her team to a 30-2 record. 
Rated the number18 power forward in the na- 
tion by All-Star Girls Report, Shee set a Winter 
Haven record with 29 rehounds in one game. 

“LaQwesha is an unbelievable athlete,” 
Moody said. “Her quickness and explosiveness 
allow her to play several positions. She is dy- 
namic in the open floor and can get the ball to 
the basket. One of her greatest strengths is her 
ability to rebound." 

MEN'S TENNIS, 

Coach Billy Pate signed Javier Bes, a native of 
Unceta, Spain and one of the top players in 
Europe for the spring season. 

Pate said, “He has a very experienced and 
successful background in Spain and I expect 
him to help our team immediately once we 
begin the spring season.” 

MEN’S TRACK & FIELD 

Coach Harvey Glance signed three athletes 
for the 2005 season: Titus Koeh, Augustus 
Maiyo and Jonathan Rono. 

“These three athletes give us a great start on 
the recruiting period,” Glance said. “The class 
could probably end up being the second best 
class since I've been here. And the great thing 
is these three will be here in January. 

“We're really excited about the signing of 
Maiyo as he broke David Kimani’s and Bernard 
Lagat’s 3K record in Kenya,” Glance said. “Hes 
also run a 4:02 mile and competes at a level 
reminiscent of David Kimani.” 

Kimani, a former Tide track star, died at age 
25 in April, 2003, following the completion of 
his Bama career. He was a six-time national 
champion, garnering 13 All-America honors, 
10 All-Southeastern Conference honors, and 
was twice the SECs Cross Country Athlete of 
the year. 

“Rono will primarily help in the distance 
medley relay, but he can be a conference scorer 
in the mile and help out in the 800-meter as 
well,” Glance said. “Koeh can also be a confer- 
ence scorer in the mile and has great range. 
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Shane Funk 
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MEN'S GOLF 

Montgomery native and U.S. Amateur partic- 
ipant Matthew Swan, ranked seventh among 
junior golfers, and Ponte Vedra, Florida native 
Thomas Hugghins are new men’ golf signees. 

“We signed two young men who are going to 
help us compete for national and Southeastern 
Conference championships,” Coach Jay 
Seawell said. “Not only are they talented 
golfers, but they are young men of good char- 
acter, They are as good in the classroom as 
they are on the golf course, and those are the 
kind of young men we are building our pro- 
gram around.” 

Swan, a senior at Montgomery’ Trinity 
Presbyterian School, competed in the 2004 
U,S. Amateur as well as the 2004 U.S. Junior 
Amateur. He is a 2004 American Junior Golf 
Association All-America and has ranked 
among the top 10 in Golfweek’s national rat- 
ings of junior golfers. His career low round is 
64, a score that helped him win the 2004 Blue- 
Gray Invitational. 

“Matthew is one of the best players in the 
country,” Seawell said. “He could have gone 
anywhere in the United States to play col- 
lege golf, and we are ecstatic that he chose 
Alabama.” 

Hugghins attends Allen D. Nease High School 
in St. Augustine, whose team was fourth in 
the state and won district and regional. 

“Thomas has great potential,” Seawell said. 
“He’s exactly the kind of student-athlete who 
we want to build our program around.” 

SOFTBALL 

Coach Patrick Murphy signed Tuscaloosa na- 
tive Allison Moore and Kellie Eubanks of 
Prairieville, Lousiana. 

“We love her intangibles: her height, her 
competitiveness and her love of Alabama,” 
Murphy said of Moore. “She has tremendous 
power in both her pitching and hitting, She 
has pitched, played first and outfield.” 

Moore was a West Alabama Super 10 per- 
former in 2004 at Hillcrest High School. Her 
sister, Amanda, was a four-year pitcher for 
Florida. 

Eubanks was named the Baton Rouge 
Morning Advocate’s Louisiana high school fe- 
male athlete of the year last spring for St 
Aman High School. She was nominated for the 
Wendy's High School Heisman Award as well 
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Austin Graham 


Josh Styes 


as being named a 2004 NFCA High School 
All-America and a 2004 NFCA Scholar Athlete 
All-America. 

“Kellie comes to us with a tremendous athlet- 
ic background,” said Murphy. “Her tremendous 
range in the infield will take away lots of hits.” 

BASEBALL 

Coach Jim Wells’ 15 signees is made up of 13 
high school and two junior college players. 
Alabama’ class also contains players from six 
different states, including Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Indiana, Texas and Louisiana. There 
are six high school players from Alabama. 

The class also contains three All-Americas, 
including high school All-Americas Shane 
Funk (Arnold High, Panama City, Florida) and 
Meirs Quigley (Roswell, Georgia, High School) 
and Junior College All-America Jesse Litsch 
(South Florida Community College). 

In addition, eight of the 13 high school play- 
ers singed were ranked among the Top 200 
high school players in the nation, according to 
Perfect Game USA. 

The six players from the state of Alabama 
rank among the Top 12 prospects in the state, 
according to Perfect Game USA. The Crimson 
Tide inked numbers one (Josh Styes) two 
(Kyle Cofield), five (Austin Graham), nine 
Qustin King), ten (Tyler Odle) and twelve 
(Ryan Rhoden). 

The complete list of early baseball signees: 

Alex Avila (INF, 6-0, 200, Archbishop 
McCarthy HS, Hialeah, Florida); Kyle Cofield 
(RHP, 6-5, 196, Southside HS, Rainbow City); 
Jaye Chapman (RHP, 6-0, 181, Mosley HS, 
Lynn Haven, Florida); Shane Funk (RHP, 6-6, 
235, Arnold HS, Panama City Beach, Florida); 
Shaun Garceau (RHP, 6-1, 185, Royal Palm 
Beach HS, Florida); Austin Graham (RHP, 6-3, 
185, Spain Park HS, Hoover); Tommy Hunter 
(RHP, 6-3, 255, Cathredral HS, Indianapolis, 
Indiana); Justin King (RHP, 6-6, 195, 
Jacksonville HS); Jesse Litsch (RHP. 6-2, 195, 
South Florida Community College); Jake 
McCarter (RHP, 6-2, 200, Navarro College, 
Kerrville, Texas); Tyler Odle (OF, 6-0, 170, 
Vestavia Hills HS); Ryan Rhoden (OF/C, 6-1, 
200, Paul Bryant HS, Tuscaloosa); Josh Styes 
(RHP, 6-3, 190, Clay-Chalkyille HS, Birming- 
ham); Jeff Tejada (SS/RHP, 6-1, 175, Catholic 
HS, New Iberia, Louisiana); Meirs Quigley 
(LHP, 6-4, 225, Roswell HS, Georgia). 
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2004-05 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Men’s Basketball 


Date Opponent cst 
UofA Opp. 
104 Stillman (Exh) 50 
89 Athletes in Action (Exh) 63 
97 Western Carolina Es 


85 North Texas 

Nov, 24 Great Alaska Shootout @ habe 

Nov. 27 (Oklahoma, Washington, 

a, High Point, Utah 

a-Anchorage, Furman) 

(Alabama plays Alaska-Anchorage at 
10:30 Nov. 24 on ESPN2) 


Dec. 1 East Tennessee State 7:00 
Dec. + @ North Carolina-Charlotte 6:00 
Dec. 7 @ Alabama State 7:00 
Dec. 11 Temple 6:00 
Dec. 18 Tennessee State 6:00 
Dec, 22 Texas A@M-Corpus Christi 7:00 
Dec. 29 @ Wisconsin (ESPN2) 6:30 
Jan.1 New Orleans 6:00 
Jan. 5 @" Van derbilt 7:00 
Jan. 8 5:00 
Jan. 11 8:00 
Jan. 18 — Mississippi State (ESPN) 8:00 
Jan. 22 — @ Mississippi (J-P) 3:00 
Jan.26 @ Auburn 7:00 

Georgia 7:00 

@ Florida (J-P) 2:00 

@ Tennessee (J-P) 7:00 

Mississippi 6:00 

Arkansas (J-P) 7:00 

South Carolina (-P) 2:00 

@LSU (ESPN) 8:00 
Feb. 26 Kentucky (CBS) 12:30 
March 2. Auburn 7:00 
March 5 @ Mississippi State (CBS) 1:00 


March 10- SEC Tournament 

March 13 @ Atlanta 

March 17- NCAA First and Second Rounds 
March 20 (Nashville, Charlotte, Cleveland, 
Indianapolis, Oklahoma City, Boise, Tucson, 
Worcester) 

March 25- NCAA Regionals 

March 27 (Syracuse, Austin, Chicago, 
Albuquerque) 

April 2 & NCAA Final Four 

April @ St. Louis 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date — Event 
Jan. 15 Kentucky Invitational 
@ Lexington, Ky. 
Jan. 22. East Tennessee Invitational 
@ Johnson City, Tenn 
Jan, 28-29 — Clemson Invitational 
@ Clemson, 5.C. 
Feb. 4-5 Meyo Invitational 
@ South Bend, Ind. 
Feb. 11-12 Tyson Invitational 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Feb. 25-27 SEC Championships 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Mar, 3-3 Notre Dame Last Chance 
@ South Bend, Ind. 
Mar.3 Florida Last Chance 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Mar. 11-12. NCAA Championships 


@ Fayetteville, Ark. 


Women’s Basketball 


Date Opponent CST 
UofA Opp. 
93 EA Sports (Exh) 75 
81 Michigan 79 (OT) 
Middle Tennessee State 7:00 


Nov. 26- @ Seattle Times Classic 
Nov. 27 (Nov, 26 vs, Columbia, 3:00; 
Nov. 27 Washington or 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee) 
Dec. 4 @ Virginia Tech 1:00 
Dec. 7 Alabama-Birmingham mu 
Dec. 11 @ Tennessee Tech 
Dee, 18 Kansas St @ Springfield, Mo, » 50 
Dec. 21 Alabama A@M 
Dec, 29- Christmas Classic @ peers Pa. 
Dec. 30 (Dee. 29 vs. Delaware, 6:00; 
Dee. 30, Lehigh or Yale) 
Jan, 3 Florida International 
jan, 5 South Dakota State 
Jan. 9 Kentucky 
Jan, 13 @ Mississippi State 
Jan. 16 @LSU 
Jan, 20 South Carolina (Fox) 
Jan. 23 @ Auburn 
tg 
Feb, 6 Florida 
Feb, @ Arkansas 
Feb. @ Mississippi 
Feb. Auburn 
Feb. 20 @ South Carolina 
Fi @ Vanderbilt 
Tennessee 
March } Tournament 
March 6 reenville, S.C. 


March 19- NCAA First and Second Rounds 
March 22 (Campus sites) 
March 26- NCAA Regionals 


March 29. (Chattanooga, Philadelphia, 
Kansas City, Tempe) 
April 3- Final Four 
April 5 @ Indianapolis 


Men’s Swimming 


Date Opponent cst 
171 @ a lL 
104 Ita State 36 

99 na-Monroe 51 
@ Cleveland, Miss. 
@ Kentucky 137 
Auburn, 153 


Auburn Invitational 
U.S. Open @ San Antoino 
Training Trip 


Dec. 23 

jan. 7 @Georgia 11:00 a.m. 
Jan, 8 @ Georgia Tech Noon 
Jan. 22 Florida TBA 
Jan. 29 South Carolina TBA 


Feb. 11-13. SEC Diving Championships 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 

SEC Swim Championships 

@ Gainesville, Gla. 

Last Chance @ Athens All Day 
NCAA Zone Diving All Day 
@ Allanta, Ga. 

NCAA Championships All Day 
@ Minneapolis, Minn. 


Feb. 16-19 


Mar. 5 
Mar. 11-13 


Mar, 24- 
Mar, 26 


Gymnastics 


Date Opponent csT 
Jan.7 Super Six Challenge TBA 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Jan. 14 — Towa State 7:30 
Jan. 21 LSU 7:30 
Jan, 28 @ Florida TBA 
Feb, 4 Auburn 7:30 
Feb, 11 Kentucky 7:30 
Feb, 18 @ Georgia TBA 
Feb. 25 @ Arkansas TBA 
March 6 —@ Stanford 4:00 
March 18 North Carolina 7:30 
March 26 SEC Championships 
@ Gwinnett, Ga, 
April9 — NCAA Regionals 
April 21- NCAA Championships 
April23. @ Auburn 


Women’s Indoor 
Track 


Date — Event 
Dec, 3-4 Clemson Opener 
@ Clemson, S.C. 
Jan. 14-15 Kentucky Invitational 
@ Lexington, Ky. 
Jan. 21-22 Clemson Invitational 
@ Clemson, 5.C. 
Feb, 4-5 
@ Lincoln, Neb. 
Feb. 11-12 Tyson Invitational 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Feb. 18 Purple Tiger 
@ Baton Rouge, La 
Feb. 25-27 SEC Championships 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Mar, 3-5 Notre Dame Last Chance 
@ South Bend, Ind. 
Mar, 11-12» NCAA Championships 


@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Women’s Swimming 


Date Opponent CST 
80 @LSU 53 
74 Arkansas @ Baton Rouge 59 
118 @ Delta State 22 
114 Louisiana-Monroe 19 
@ Cleveland, Miss. 5:00 
109 @ Kentucky: 132 
105) Auburn. 140 
Dec. 2-4 Auburn Invitational 
Dec. 1-4 U.S. Open @ San Antoino 
Dec. 17- Training Trip 
Dec. 23 
Jan. 7 @ Georgia 11:00 a.m. 
Jan. 8 @ Georgia Tech Noon 
Jan. 22. Florida TBA 
Jan. 29 South Carolina TBA 
Feb, 11-13. SEC Diving Championships 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 16-19 SEC Swim Championships 
@ Gainesville, Gla. 
Feb, 26 Last Chance @ Auburn All Day 
Mar. 11-13. NCAA Zone Diving All Day 
@ Adanta, Ga. 
Mar. 17- NCAA Championships All Day 
Mar, 19 @ Lafayette, Ind. 
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* All Wool 

* Houndstooth Lining 

* UofA Crest Buttons 

* As worn by Alabama 
coaches and administrators 


Sizes: 
36-46 Short 
36-50 Regular 
40-56 Long 


42-54 Extra Long $295 


The Khaki Pair the Coaches Wear! 
Fineline cotton trousers in Kahki and natural 


Sizes: 32-46 $85" 
Walking Shorts $65" 


Also, we now have Official Alabama Belts 
Sizes 34-44 
Basic Belt Tipped Belt 
$49” $59” 


DECEMBER, 2004/BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


Our popular “Elephant Shirt” 
now available in True Crimson 
as well as Red, White, and 
Heather. 

100% Cotton 

M-XXL 

Short Sleeve Knit 

$39” 

Long Sleeve Knit 

$45° 


Long Sleeve “Elephant Shirt” 


4 i i i Sizes: 
ore Fine Line Twill 8-13 Men's 
6-10 Ladies’ 
White Oxford Cloth Waterproof 
$49” $45" 


Our new jacket! 


Crimson Microfiber 
with Elephant logo 


M-XXL 
Regular and Long 


$100” 


i 
m 


1-800-749-0992 


1218 University Boulevard * Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 
All prices plus tax, shipping 
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Hang some cherished Alabama memories on your wall this holiday season... 


Presenting Limited Edition Prints From 
Acclaimed Sports Artist Steve R. Skipper... 


“The 


Print Stee 24 1/2" x 25 5/8"; Image Size 20"x 21 1/8" 


Motivator’ 


“The Motivator” 


Without question Paul “Bear” Bryant was the 
best Alabama coach ever. Perhaps the best 
anywhere! His keen mind and powerful 
presence inspired others on and off the field. 
He was, without a doubt, “Nothing but a 
winner! “Experience the spirit of Bear's 
influence with Steve R. Skippers masterful 
portrait of this legendary coaching giant. 


Limited Edition Series 
Artist's Proof. 
Bryant Museum 


OTHER PRINTS FROM STEVE R. SKIPPER ARE ALSO AVAILABLE. 


Visit our website at www.anointedhor 


All prints personally signed and numbered by the artist. 
Custom framing for full-size prints..§ 250 
Mini-print frame. t..$ 050 
‘Mini-print sizes approx. 11” x 1 
Express shipping for Christmas delivery 
available. Reservation Certificates suitable 
{or gift-wrapping willbe sent (time 


permitting) for gift prints ordered beyond 
Christmas delivery deadlines. 


Shipping and handling not included. Alabama 
residents please add 8% sales tax on all orders. 
© 2004 Anointed Homes Art. All rights reserved. 
Direct To You, Inc: P.O. Box 36519, 
Birmingham, AL 35236, 


“Run And Not Be Weai 


Johnny Musso. Bobby Humphrey. Shaun 
Alexander. The top three running backs in 
Tide history. Record setters all. Steve R. 
Skipper presents a stirring tribute to these 
three distinguished athletes as they each 
broke the Alabama single season rushing 
record in their respective careers. Signature 
editions and artist's proofs personally signed. 


Regular Edition Series. $150 
‘Signature Edition Series $ 300 
Artist's Proof .. $500 


Mini-Print.. 


“Through It All” 


‘A commemoration of famed running back 
Bobby Humphrey's illustrious career, this 
image of Bobby sloshing through the elements 
for hard-earned yardage epitomizes the heart 
and soul of every running back to ever wear 
Crimson. Celebrate the power and the passion 
that made this record setter one of the greatest! 


Limited Edition Series SOLD OUT 
Artist's Proof, $250 
B. Humphrey Foundation Edition.....$ 350 
Mini-Print...... SOLD OUT 


sart.com for a complete viewing. 


“Up Where We Belong” 


Coach Gene Stallings never stood taller than 
when one of the greatest teams and greatest 
coaching staffs in Crimson Tide history won 
the 1992 National Championship against all 
odds. Celebrate both the win and the winner 
who masterminded it all with this Official 
Commemorative portrayal of one of 
Alabama's truly great moments. 


Limited Edition Seri@s 0.0.0 150 
Artist's Proof SOLD OUT 
Bryant Museum Edition....... SOLD OUT 
Mini-Print. . SOLD OUT 


Tn the tradition of personally commissioned 
paintings for several of the most distinguished 
figures in sports today - Hale Irwin; Dominique 
Wilkins;Tony Dorsett; Davey Allison; Terry Don 
West; among others — these stirring renditions of 
some of Alabama’s greatest moments on the 
gridiron by Steve R. Skipper are now available for 
the enjoyment of Tide fans everywhere. 


teve's super-realistic style enables him to 
accurately portray the key detail and precision 
movement of his subject, preserving the historical 
significance of these events for years of recollection 
and pleasure; yet also affords him the freedom of 
expression and artistic license to interpret all the 
corresponding emotions and feelings in a way only 
the skillful brush-strokes of a master craftsman 
ever can. Consequently, his works capture far more 
than just the moment. They embody the values, 
fortitude and success that is Alabama football. They 
pull us into the action; into that split second 


“Run And Not Be Weary" Print Sie 40°x 17 112% mage Sie 37"x 13° 


Legendary Moments In Alabama _| 
Football History Masterfully 
Depicted and Commemorated 

For A Lifetime of Appreciation. 


i Print Size 28” 257; 


ug! 
Image Size 20°x 20" 


ong 
Image Size 25” x 19" 


of history where we, too, share in the drama and 
intensity. And they provide a graphic commentary 
on the desire to achieve that resides within all 

of us; translating that elusive moment of victory 
into daily motivation that inspires perseverance 
and success... A major reason why Steve was named 
one of the top 40 sports artists in the world by 
Dallas-based Beckett Sports Publishing. 


hether you're a 
serious collector of fine 
sports art or simply just 
a loyal follower of the 
Crimson Tide, you'll 
enjoy the timeless appeal 
and enduring value of 
these stimulating works 
from one of America’s 
foremost contemporary 
artists for many seasons 
to come. 


Jay Barker signs select editions 
of "Sacred Ground.” 


The stories of Bear Bryant's tower are renowned. 
The architect of so many winning teams was 
often seen overlooking the practice field, From 
here much of the successful strategy for those 
teams was conceived. Famed sports artist Steve 
R. Skipper has now immortalized one of those 
moving moments in this classic work destined 
to become fan favorite 


Limited Edition Series......... OL 
Artist's PrOOf soos , U 
Mini-Print iasaiaioasinaeo Se 20. 


Historic Legion Field. Bama’s home-away-from- 
home for so many wonderful years, and site of 
many a memorable victory. Relive those glory 
days in this spectacular bird's eye view of what 
was once the “Football Capital of the South.” 
The special Signature Edition is signed by nine 
of the greatest players and coaches to ever 
walk the sidelines of this celebrated ballpark! 


Regular Edition... 
Signature edition $ 300 
Artist Pr0Of .oeonnnnmnnsnnnn $ 650 


Ozzie Newsome. Universally acknowledged 
as the greatest tight end in College and NFL 
history. Steve's portrait commemorates the 
professional culmination of all the intensity, 
determination, and superb athleticism that 
made Ozzie one of the Tide's best ever. Feel 
the victory yourself as Oz lunges to make 
another dramatic reception 


Pro Football Hall of Fame Edition*..$ 350 
*Personally signed by Ozzie and Steve 
Mini-Print (Framed Only) * c.o...00-$ 100 
*Personally signed by Ozzie and Steve 


Of O2" Print Size 29” x 14%: 
Image Size 25°x 19" 


UA2000A 


Just touch the hand of 
this musical and 
poseable mascot and 
get a tremendous 
charge of school spirit 
as the Alabama fight 
song plays. These 
mascots stand 16" tall 
and feature bendable 
arms and legs to create 
your favorite pose. This 
mascot offers amazing 

sound quality and it's 


Welcome friends and guests while 
displaying your Tide spirit! This distinctive 
wall-mounted welcome plaque makes a 
great statement...outdoors or indoors. This 
101/2” x 6” black architectural cast-resin 
plaque is accented in Antique Brass. 
Plaque arrives with easy mail in engraving 

instructions for up to 18 characters. 


Keep that #12 Crimson Tradition going 


also an amazing gift! strong! Great chance for your young 
$29.95 football fan to show off his Bama pride 
with this mesh nylon jersey that's 
available in the following sizes. 12M, 
2, 3, 4, SM (6-8), Med (10-12), LG 
(14-16) --$21.95 


This 100% Silk tie not 
only makes a great 
fashion statement, 
but it incorporates 

many of the great 

images that make 
Alabama football so 

exciting! $24.99 


Heavy duty 21” x 11” x 12” 
bag with two handles, 
removable shoulder strap, 

Great for football and hunting expeditions. Has_'arge front pockets and 
comfortable 18” by 22” seat and padded back. Separate bottom 
Includes your favorite team logo on front & back, ¢°Mpartment for tennis 
armrest cup holder, storage pocket on back, Shoes. Back side can 
Features strong fabric and framing that holds _ attach to your rolling 


Orders > $5 ms a Let the good 
10% discount times roll with 
Orders > $100 earn a this 1/24" scale 
15% int and die cast 
Orders > $100 also metal body 
receive free shipping! $38.95 


